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a vote. _ Whether the word be “furnishing”
or “hiring” docs not matter. The difticulty
can he got over by striking out “or the fur-
nishing of any means of conveyance for any
voter whilst going to or returning from the
pell”

Hon. G. FRASER: I intended to put for-
ward the same phase of the question as Mr.
Parker has just done. It really makes no
difference whether a person “hires” or “fur-
nizhes™ in vonnection with an eleetion. The
rlause would he quite ineffective, so why
retain i) [t would be impossible to prove
that anvone had committed an offence.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I will with-
draw my amendment o that My, Parvker may
muove the amendment he suggested,

withdrawn,
PARKER: 1

Amendment, by leave,

Hon. H. 8. W,
amendment—

That in lines 4, 5 and 6 the words ‘“or the
fornnishing of any meins of conveyance for
any voter whilst going to or returning from t,ho
poll’? he struck out.

niove an

Amendment put and passed ; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Ciause 163—Undue influence:

Iion, J. CORXNELL:;
ment—

That the following proviso he added to the

clanse:—* Provided that in relation to any
vharge wnder paragraph (d)—({1) no person
shall ke convicted if he proves that he had rea-
sonalile ground for believing, and dul so in
faet bhelieve that defamatory statement to he
true: (2} the jerson charged may eleet to be
tried hy a jury. in which case all the laws re-
tating to committal and trial of offenders on
indictment shall appiy.*’
T fail te understand why another place
struek out that provision, with regard to
which the Commission are unanimous and
which follows the Federal Aet,

Amendment put and passed; the clanze, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 164, 165—agreed to.

Clause 166—Disqualifiecation for bribery
or undue influence:

Hon. J. CORNELL: Subelause 3, which is
printed in italies, represents a highly neces-
sary amendment. The fwo-years disqualifi-
eation wonld not apply to a person aecquit-
ted.

Hon. TT. 8. W. PAREER: I move an
amendment—

That in Subelause 2 the words ‘‘at the time
2f the conviction or finding?’ he «truck out.

I move an amend-
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These words contradiet what precedes.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 167 to 182—agreed to.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 9.42 pom.

Tcgislative Hsgembly,

Tuesday, 19th November, 1175
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The SPEAKER took the Thair at 430

p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WIRELESS SETS.

My, NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Have the Government heen ap-
proached by the Auwstralian Broadeosting
Commission to legislate in the direetion of
minimising electrical interfevence with wire-
less sets? 2, Is any action contemplated?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No application has heen made fur
the introduction of legislation. 2. When
any interference is hrought under notive
locally it is remedied where possible.

BILL—ADELPHI HOTEL.

Introdueced by Mr. Tonkin nnd read u
first time.
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BILL—RESERVES.

Head a third time and trapsmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—ST, GEORGE'S COURT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—2t. Magnet) [433] in mov-
e the second reading said: The Colonial
Muiual Life Assurance Company Ltd. are
at present erecting exiensive premizes on
land held by them in St. George’s-terrace,
Perth, adjoining the right-of-way which i«
now known as St. (eorge’s-court. This is
a private vight-of-way, hecause the land
comprised in it is alienated from fthe Crown.
It has, however, been in publie uze for abaut
G0 years. The company rveferred to have
offered to surrender to the Crown sufficient
of their land to provide a street 40 feet wid-,
inclusive of the present vight-of-way, which
has a width of from 9 to 10 feet. Al
the holders of the land in the present rieht-
of-way have agreed to swrrender their
rights to the Crown for the purpose, with
the exeeption of the Armstrong estate. Tt
is very difficult to locate the exveutors of
this estate, however, and the title is not
under the Transfer of Land Aet, but nnder
an old grant. The title is only a limited
one, as right-of-carriage-way over it is held
by the adjoining holders, which is being sur-
rendered by them. The present legal
owners, if any, of the Ffreehold contained
in St. George's-conurt are not ascertainable;
and, even so, their estate therein is prae-
ticallv negligible because the general publie
long agzo aequired by preseription a righi-
of-way over such land, which it is not now
possible for any owner of the land to de-
stroy. That is the advice given by the
Crovwn Law Department. [Mrovision is made
in the Bill, however, to indemnify hoth the
Crown and the City Council against =ll
claims and ensts in the matter, which has
been embodied in the agreement referred tu
in Claunse 3. There are two reasons why
the Bill is neeessary., The first is fhat the
Municipal Corporations Aet provides that no
street shall he set out of a lesser width tha~
66 feet. and the second reason is the diffi-
enlty of obtaining the survender of the por-
tion in the Armstrong estate. With regard
to the proposed width of the street, the
Town Planning Board, the City Couneil and
the Survevor General have all signified their
approval of the proposal. That is all that
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is in the Bill. T regard the proposal as
highly desirable. The matter has heen
thoroughly investigated. The new thorouwsh-
fare will be an ornamentation and a utility
to the ecity., I move—

That the Bifl be now read a second time.

On motion by [lon. C. G. Latham, debaic
adjourned.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Necond Reading.

Iobate resmined from the 14th November.

HON. C. ¢. LATHAM ({York) [4.40]:
Any remarks T have to make on the Biil
will apply also to the two ecomplementary
measures recently introduced by the Min-
isfer in chavge of this Bill: that is to =ay,
amendinents tn the MPublic Serviee Act and
the Public Service Appeal Board Aet. 1In
introducing the Bill now under discussion,
the Minister pointed out that its intention
i that the Public Service may in Future
make application to the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Court to determine salaries, allowances
and overtime payments, At present, under
the Public Service Aet, the Puhlic Serviee
Commissioner is the authority that e-
termines all eonditions relating to publie

servants, Fvidently, liowever, public ser.
vants helieve they will olbtain greater
benefits if their salaries, atlowances and
overtime payments are fixed for them
by the Arbitration Court. Trom the
decigion of that eourt there will be uo
appeal. At present, after the Commissioner

has fixed salaries and zo forth. there is an
appeal to the Publie Service Appeal Board.
That right of appeal is being removed by
an amendment of the Publie Service Appeal
Board Act. Those are the whoie of the pro-
posals eontained in the Bill. The measure
does not seek to authorise the Arbitration
Court to determine classifications. This
matter will remain with the Public Service
Commissioner, against whose decision
there will still be a right of appeal to
the Publie Service Appeal Board. T
fail to understand why the Govern-
ment have restricted the appeal to the
Arbitration Court to public zervants reeciv-
ing less than £700 per annum. Why has nnt
the Bill a «eneral applieation? And why
does it not apply to achoolteachers as well
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as to public servants? 1f it is right that
officers of the Public Service should be en-
titled to use the Avbitration Court, why
should not all State servants he similarly
entitled? In the old davs the various Min-
isters fixed salaries in the departments
under their control. That was felt to be nof
quite the right thing, and so the Public Ser-
vice Aet was passed about 1904, appointing
a Commuissioner to deal with salaries and
conditions in the Publie Service, However,
why the it of £700 under this Bill? The
Minister has merely told us that the same
limitation obiains in other Australian States

using this means of adjusiment. That
seems to me no argument whatever., At all
events, it has no significance for me. If it

is right for lower-paid officers to use the
Arbitration Comrt, it must he right for all
ather officers to do so. 1 helieve the idea
behind the Iimitation is that last vear, when
dealing with financial emergeney legislation,
Parlinent provided that theve shiould bhe
redoction of Publie Service salaries in
accordance with the fall of the basie wage.
As T pointed out at the time, a new prin-
e-ple was heing intraduced aifecting pudlic
servants, hecause previously increases of the

basic wage bad had no effest on  their
salaries, producing for them no incveases

whatever. Bnt last vear’s lezislation intro-
duced the principle of reducing Public Ser-
viee salaries in aceordance with any fall m
the basie wage. I admit that the Publie
Service Commissioner may or may not take
inte consideration the fall or rise of the basic
wage when he fixes the classifieation, Tow-
ever, this was quite a new departure in
respect of the Publiec Servi e. TUnder the
present Bill the same priveinle will apply
if the Arbitration Court so directs. Ap-
parently, when it does apply, the variation
is to be made only if the rise or fall of the
basie wage is equivalent to £5 per annum.
Will the Minister tell the Honse whether
quarterly adjustments of the hasie wage will
also apply to the Public Service? T do not
grasp whether or not that is intended.
Probably it will apply if there is an altera-
fion in the hasic wage during the period.
A most remarkable feature of the Bill i=
that any officer receiving over £500 per
anmmm will not be affected by variations in
the basiec ware. That feature strikes me as
extraordinary. Such an officer comes under
the general provisions of the Bill, but if his
salary reaches £500 a year it is not to be
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affected by rise or fall of the basic wage.
The Minister, when replying to the debate,
might explain to the Honse why this shou'd
be s0. He said there were good reasons for
it, but negiected to give those reasons. To
me there seems to be no reason at all. 1f
the variation in the basic wage should apply
to the lower-paid officers, it ought also v
apply to the higher-paid officers. T hope
the Hounse will not agrec to this differential
treatment as hetween officers in receipt of
more than £300 per annum and other offi-
cers helow that salary, besause cortainly if
there he an increase or a decrease, in the
basic wage, those above £500 should bhe
affected just the same as those on lower
salaries. The only reason I remember hear-
ing the Minister give for the introduction
of this measure was hecause the Civil Ser-
viee Association had held a referendumn of
their members and these members had de-
cided hy a large majority that they wanted
to wo to the Arbitvation Court. That is an
entirelv new departure. Are we to intro-
duce legislation here simply because a
majority of those imterested require it? I
suggest that this is a very dangerons pro-
ecedure. We may vet ask the people of the
State whether they require a reduction in
taxation. If that were done and the answer
given effect to, eventually the Treasurer
would find himself without any taxes; be-
caunse 1 ean assure him the publie do not
want to pay taxes, and if we were to ask
them what they would like, T am afraid we
should be making trouble for ourselves. It
is not because the public servants have asked
for the Bill that we on this side are sup-
porting it; we are supporting the mensure
simply beeanse we believe in arbitration for
the settlement of disputes. We have never
vet refused to support anything in the
nature of arbitration. We on this side be-
lieve it is a sound method of settling dis-
putes hetween employers and emplovees.
But after the court gives its award, we hope
that award will be abided by, and that we
shall not have another referendum taken to
see whether or not those affected by the
award shall abide by it. T reallv think the
worst argument the Minister submitted in
support of the Bill was that the eivil ser-
vants had asked for it.

The Minister for Water Sapplies: T will
explain the reason to you later.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I shall he glad
to have the explanation. T listened very
carefully to the Minister’s remarks the other



[19 NovEuser, 1933.]

night and could find in them no reason for
the introduction of this legislation, except
that the civil servants had held a referen-
dum in 1933 at which a very large major-
ity voted in favour of the change. At that
time, presumably, they thought it was goine
to apply to the whole of the serviee, not
only to those of salaries below £700 per
annum. Algo T venture to think thev dul
net understand that an officer drawing over
LI00 per annum would not have to soffir
ay disadvantoges hy a downward varviation
of the basic wawe, T hone we do nof in th'~
Chamber adopt that procedure of intridye.
ing legislation simply hecause some peop's
request it.  This Chamber is here to o
what is right hy the people in the ciremn-
stanees in whicrh we find onrselves at the
time. I have already pointed out that the
reason we on this side are suppertine the
measnre 18 because we helieve in arbiten-
tion. This gives me an opportunity to rom-
ment on what is going to happen in the nen»
future. The weneral elections will he held
in a few months' time, and we are moing (o
have eertain  organisers Tunning around
the country—probably memhers of Parlia-
ment, too~—saving that this side of tho
Honze is opposed to arbitration. But T re-
peat that in no cireumstances have we ever
opirased arbitration. Rerently there was a
paid organiser named Tankard, who lives
in Northam, and who went through my
electorate and said that if Latham were re-
turned as Premier of the State there would
he a 48-hour week and a 10s. reduetion in
the hasie wage. Outside the finaneial emer-
gency legislation whirh was introduced in
this Chamber, and which T was hound to
suppotrt, becanse it was aceepted by all the
Governments of Australia, T have never
advocated a reduction in wages. 1 do not
stand for that principle, neither do T stand
for an increase in hours. Those two im-
portant factors are maifers entirely for the
Arbitration Court, and we should not inter-
fere with that eourt in respeet either of
wazes or hours of labour. Tt i5 their fune-
tion to look to those questions, and 1 hope
it will remain their function. Government
members have frequenily told us that it is
not the function of Parliament to fix either
hours of labour or salaries and wages. T
agree with that; it is a matter for the Arbi-
tration Court. If the civil servants are
brought tunder the Arbitration Court, 1
hope it will prove to be in the interests
of the lower-paid officers. I have always
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argued that the lower-paid officers, parti-
cularly the married men, are badly under-
paid. For a man to maintain on £230 per
annum the position he is expected to main-
tain and provide for his wife and family,
must he very diffieunlt. We have heen ex-
tremely lucky in this State in having gooed
reliable oificers, and consequently very few
defaleations as a result of the difficulty
that many of them must find in making
both ends meet. We on this side believe it
is the duty of the Arbitration Court to fix
hours of labour and wages and salaries
it ihere be any dispute between emplover
mul employees, and I have no intention
now, nor will I have at anx other time,
to adveeate a reduction in wares and sal-
aries, or an inerease in hours of labour.

Mr. Raphael: The Press have got that
all right!

Ion. C. Gi. LATHAM: T do not eare what
the Press may have got. The Press are
extremely kind to the Government, and I
have no desire te cast any reflection on
the Press. Tt is neither their funetion nar
their policy to advertise members of Par-
liament, so T am not concerned about what
the Press may have to say. If the Bill
aoes through—and I hope it will—I pro-
pose to move an amendment or two when
in Committee. T only hope the awards of
the Court will he ohserved by those who
are to benefit by this legislation. Fol-
lowineg this Bill on the Notice Paper
comes the Publie Service Act Amendment
Rill and the Puhblic Service Appeal Board
Act Amendment Bill, both elosely allied to
this Bill. Therefore I do not propese to
speak on either of those two following
Bill. Both of them are complementary
measures, one providing that the DPublic
Serviee Commissioner shall no longer fix
salaries—with the exception of providing
far an officer temporarily flling the position
of another officer—while the other Bill
takes away the right of appeal from the
¢ivil servants to the Public Service Appeal
Board after the award of the court ‘has
heen given. So, as I say, in my omnion,
the three Bille may be covered by one
speech on the Bill now before us.

Hon, N. KEENAN: I move—
That the debate he adjourned.

I should like the Minister to allow this to
stand over until to-morrow in order that
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I might have opportunity to rcad the other
two Bills.
Motion put and passed.

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Ovder of the Day vead for the vesuwmp-
tion of the debate from the 14ih November.
On motion by Hon. N. Keenan, debate
adjourned,

BILL--PUBLIC SERVICE AFPPEAL
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Urder of the Day read for the resump-
tion of the debate from the 11th November.

On motion by Hon. N. Keenan, drbate
adjonrned.

BILL—-LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT. “-

Second Reading,

Debate resumed from the 14th Novem-
ber.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [4.56]:
The Bill was fully explained by the Minjs-
ter when he moved the second reading, and
I do not propose to add anything to his
remarks. In the Committee stage T may
be able to make one or two suggestions
which should tend to the more equitable
working of the measare. Meanwhile, T will
support the second reading.

On motion hy Mr.
adjourned.

Sleeman, dechate

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1935-36.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 12th Novem-
ber, on the Treasnrer’s financial stafement
and on the Annual Fstimates; Mr. Sleeman
in the Chair.

Publie {tilities:

Department of Mines (Hon. S. W, Mun-
sie, Minister).

Vote—>State Batleries, £111,670 :

MR. WELSH (Pilbara) [5.58]: I should
like to ask the dinister to make provision
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for housing the battery hands at Marble
Bar. At present there is no accommoda-
tion at all for those men, who in some
instances have to walk considerable dis-
tanees to and from their work. It is neces-
sary that men on night shift should have
reasonably gzood housing acecommodation,
without which, of course, it is difficult to
sleep in daylight hours. T should be pleased
if the Minister, in view of these facls,
would make provision of some sort of
housing for the men at the Marhle Rar
batfery. T think there is a boarding house
near the battery where they can get their
meals, but no housing accommodation. And
unfortunately there is very little timber
in the distriet with which to make eamps.

Mr, Thorn: How many hands are there
at the State battery?

Mr. WELSH: About eight. But there is
no housing aeccommodation for them, and
so if they cannot get in anvwhere else they
have to go down to the hotel ahout a
mile away, Bat it is altogether foo far
for them to walk and, as T say, during the
day time the men on night shift cannot get
the sleep they requive. T hope the Minis-
ter will make the necessary provision for
some reasonable class of housing acecommo-
dation, ’

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
matter mentioned by the hon. member has
not hcen brought under my notice previ-
ously. I realise that the battery af Marble
Bar is probahly a little isolated, but it is not
the intention of the department to inaugn-
rate a scheme of providing housing accom-
modation for State Battery employees.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Cave House (including coves of
the South-West, ete.), £5,662—upreed to.

Department of Minister for Lands (Hon.
M. F. Troy, Minister) :

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £52206—

agreed to.
Vote—Farmers’ Debts Adjustment, £2,582:

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: Since
the commencement of the Act 985 stay orders
have been issned under Section 5, of whicl
367 still remain under the Aet. Tn 153
instances satisfactory arrangements have
heen made and the stay order allowed to
lapse, and in 65 instances satisfactory
arrangements were made and the stay order
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cancelled. Tn 366 instances no satisfactory
arrangements were made, and 34 applications
were cancelled as unsatisfactory. Under
Section 13B, 47 applications have been
granted this vear to registered hills of sale
to cover advances to enable farmers to carry
on.  Of review meetings 435 were held after
the 1934-35 harvest, and in 355.instances it
was decided to carry farmers on under the
Act, Tn 41 instances no satisfactory
arrangements could be made and the stay
order was allowed to lapze,

Hon, C. G. Latham: Are those the fizures
for the vear?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, since
the commencement of the Act. In 23
instanees arrangements were made to finance
ontside the Act, and in 16 instances banks,
ete,, arranged finanee outside the Act. As
to crop proceeds for the 193433 seasom,
farmers under the Aect paid £145,169 for
eurrent supplies, and £18,905 for mortgagess
interest, machinery hire, ete, a total of
£164,07+.  The amount involved in seasonal
credit totalled £179,652. Unfortunately, rust
in the northern districts last scason affected
the position eonsiderably. In ovder to fin-
ance the present season's operations the fol-
lowing advances, cte., have heen arranged :—

£
New moneys to he advanced by As-
socinted Banks .. 12,013
Speeial  assistance, Commonwealth
advanee to wheatgrowers 783
Other institutions and firms 23,022
Proeeeds released by ereditors 8,904
Supplics in kind {super.. ete.) 62,827
Supplics ¢x hounty . 17,090
Total . £139.029
In addition advanees under Section 13B

amount to £26,800. There is not much in.
formation to give hevond that, because the
aperations of the department were discussad
earlier in the session when the Rura! Relief
Fund Bill was before us, but T thought
members would like to have those figures in
order to know of the work done hy the
hoard since the ineeption.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The DMinister
might have told us how many additional
apnlications were made this year.

The Minister for Lands: T gave them
when the Rural Relief Fund Bill was under
consideration.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Perhaps at a later
stage the Minister eould supply them. 1
should like to know the number of new ap-
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plications and the number of farmers for
whom arrangements were made, and whether
any ditlicully is being experienced in finane-
ing for the present year.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
just given figures to the effect that 435 re-
view mectings were held after the 1934-35
harvest, und that in 335 instances it was de-
eided to earry farmers on under the Aei,

Vote put and passed.

Hen. C. G. Latham: What about the Vote
for the Agrienltwral Bank, Industries As-
~ietanee Board and Soldiers’ Land Rettle-
ment?

The CHAIRMAN: No nmount is shown
in the summary,

The Minister for Lands: That is a Trea-
sury Vote now,

Mr. Stubbs: May we discuss it?

The CHAIRMAXN: T rule that there is no
Voie,

AMr. Sampson: On the page containing the
items there is shown an increase of £8,803.
Mav we not discuss the department?

The CHAFRMAXN : T cannof see that there
ls any estimate to put,

The Premier: You did not call ile divi-
510D,

The CHATRMAN : I do not wish to burke
diseussion, hut ihere is no Vote to pul to
the Committee,

AMr. Thorn: This Vote was not put under
the Treasury Fstimates.

The CITATRMAXN : Does the hon, member
move o disagree with my rnhing ?

Me. Thorn: Those depariments are shown
on the BEstimates as division No. 39.

Mr. Sampson: Figures ave eertainly shown.

The CHATRMAN: I cannot allow dis-
cussion unless a member mwoves to disagree
with my ruling.

Vote—Education, £665,000:

Department of Minister for Education
(Hon. H. Millingtou, Minisier): Hon. F.
J. 8. Wise in charge of the Volc.

THE MINISTER FORE AGRICULTURE
(Hon. ¥. J. 8 Wise—Gascoyne) {5.8]:
The estimated expenditure for the current
vear is £665,000, which represenis an in-
crease of £52,257 on the aetual expenditure
of last vear. Of the total, 92 per cent.
represents salaries and 8§ per eent. inciden-
tals.  Salary pavments, of course, are
definite commitments under regulations and
under appeal board awards. Of the remain-
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ing 8 per cent, the purchase of furniture
and stock, the payments for driving aliow-
ances and expenditure on firewood and waler
for schools absorb one half, while the re-
mainder covers the travelling expenses of
teachers and inspectors and departmental
expenses generally,including postages, Gov-
ernment University exhibitions, and second-
ary schools' scholarships,

The Minister for Lands: On a point of
order, on further investigation, I find that
there is a Vote for the Agricultural Bank,
Industries Assistance Board, and Soldiers’
Land Settlement, an amount of £102,545,

Hon. €. G. Latham: We could discuss it
under the Appropriation Bill.

The CHATRMAN: I de not wish to burke
diseussion; I merely wish to do the right
thing.

The Minister for Lands: So do L. I wish
to treat the Opposition fairly. There is an
amount of £102,545, and if you can arrange
for the Minister for Agriculture to defer his
remarks, we might dispose of that last divi-
sion of the Lands Estimates.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I am only too anxious
to help. In the summary there is ne provi-
sion, but we could discuss it under the Ap-
propriation Bill.

The CHAIRMAXN: On referring to last
year’s Estimates I find that the position was
similar, and that the vote was put. In the
cirenmstances T will allow discussion.

Vote—Agricultural Bank, Industries As-
sistance Board, Soldiers’ Land Settlement,
£102,545:

\

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [5.12]: I should
like to direct attention to the faet that a
large number of men and their families were
sent out under what was supposed to he an
agreement between the British Government,
Commonwealth Government and State Gov-
ernment, to settle a large area of land south
from Southern Cross and east of Newdegate.
The Migration Commission visited that area
in company with the Minister at present
controlling the Agrieultural Bank andi
several members of Parliament including
myself. The Commission were satisfied with
the quality of the land and had no hesitation
in telling the Minister so. The Minister ean
eorrect me if I make any mistake, but T he-
lieve my statement is absolutely true, and
will he true especially when I refer to the
rotten position in which those families now
find themselves. Surveys were made and
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roads were eut, and the families were led to
believe that they would be financed and pro-
vided with facilities including schools, roads
and water supplies. Unfortunately, after a
year or two, the scheme, for some reason
or other, was allowed to fall through.
I understand the Commonwealth Govern-
ment repudiated their responsibility towards
the settlers, and that the British Govern-
ment did the same. The State Government
were thus saddled with the lot. Dany of
these families live from 30 to 60 miles from
any railway. A few wmonths age the Min-
ister for Lands was asked by my colleague,
the member for Pingelly, who represenis
the northern part of the 3,500 farms ares,
to go out to those people and either give
them some encouragement to earry on, or
arrange for their transfer elsewhere, Tn
some instanees I know of families who took
out as much as £1,000 to their holdings, and
in one ease a family took out £3,000. The
agsets are not worth twopence to-day. Every
penny of their capital will have gone unless
some financial assistance is rendered
them, and unless the Agviguliurai Bank gives
forth some poliey for the future. As things
are, it is only a question of a short time when
these settlers will be so despomtent that
they will leave their homes. Where they
are to go then I do not know. The Min-
ister for Tands did go out early this year.
and spent two or three days in fravelling
through the distriet with the member for
Pingelly, and me. He was so favourabhly
impressed by what he saw, and by what these
families had been able to do, that he pro-
mised us upon his return to Perth to ask
the Agricnltural Bank Commissioners (o
make an early visit to the loenlity. He also
zaid that if possible the comumissioners
would take the member for Pingelly and me
with them. We know all these families so
well. T have been ont many tibmes during
the last five or six vears. I know the diffi-
culties the settlers have to contend with, and
the pluck and enterprise of the men and
women. It would astound every memher of
the Committec if they eould sce what we
have seen. The commissioners agreed to the
Minister's request. The next thing the mem-
her for Pingelly and T heard was that thev
had stacted on their journev. I received
that information from an officer of the
bhank. T then asked him to tell me the itin-
erary of the commissioners. Fe said he
thought they would be ai Lake King on a
certain day. I had only a few hours in
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which to get into touch with a man who
could pass the information on to the set-
tlers that the commissioners would arrive
the next morning at 11 o'clock, aeccording
to the programme given to me over the tele-
phone. I got into toueh with that man, who
travelled all night and arranged with i}
seftlers to assemble at the centre that the
commissioners, when they started out, had
in mind, namely Lake King. There is only
a store, a hall and one or two houses at Lake
King, but it is the centre for the district
concerned. The settlers saw the motor curs
approach, and then saw them suddenly
whirl off into the bush. The occupants did
not go near the settlers, many of whom had
travelled 40 miles to meet them, but went
off to Mount Madden to stay there over-
night. The secttlers were so vexed at the
action of the commmissioners that they fele-
phoned to Mount Madden, and were in-
formed that the commissioners would be re-
turning in abount an hour. Another lot of
settlers assembled thinking they would see
the commissioners on their return, but, alas,
the cars passed through at a warm pace
without stopping. When the member for
Pingelly and I were informed of what hap-
pened, we asked the Minister for Tands
the Teason why the commissioners did not
see the seitlers. Even if they did not de-
sire to attend a public meeting, it would
have been only common courtesy if they had
stopped and allowed the settlers to see Chief
Inspector Mitchell. That officer had framed
a policy for the consideration of the com-
missioners, and it was in their possession
al the time of their visit. On hehalf of 2
large nummber of very fine families 1 should
like the Minister to impress upon the com-
missioners the necessity for making an early
decision as to their future policy with ve-
spect to these people. The settlers are nearly
at the end of their tether, and are living be-
tween 30 and 60 miles from a railway. T
admit the Government have been extremely
kind in continuing the carting =ubsidy to
enable them to transport their wheat to the
nearest railway siding. Some of the fami-
lies have not 2s. to call their own, after ex-
pending their life savings on their homes.
Theyv are deserving of the best that can he
done for them by the bank so that they may
carry on. In some instances they have
cleared hundreds of acres. Their land is
first-class, and despite the season, will yield
probably from 13 to 20 bushels to the acre.
Land that is capable of doing that year after
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Yyear is worthy of atteation, and the settlers
themselves are worthy of comsideration at
the hands of the Agricultural Bank. I ask
the Minister to get into touch with the com-
missioners and request them to formulate
a policy so that they may notify the settlers
as early as possible whether they are ex-
pected to remain on their holdings or walk
off them,

MR, WATTS (Katanning) [5.20]: T
shonld like to draw attention to the un-
fortunate position that has arisen in the
case of several employees of the Agricul-
fural Bank who have been put out of the
service. [ have in mind one case in par-
ticular. I mention this because the cir¢am-
stances show a lack of that juslice which
Western Australia has in the past always
meted out to its citizens. This man was em-
ployed at the Katanning braneh of the
bank. He is 48 years of age, a returned
soldier, and has twe children. He was for
15 vears in the Civil Service, cither in the
ordinary service or with the bank. TWhen
the commissioners took over the bank under
the new Aet, they removed 11 members of
the staff for different reasons. These rea-
sons have never been eonveved to the men
concerned. 1 nnderstand they inquired why
their serviees had been dispensed with, but
were informed that they were going to he
given no reason. The officer T am speaking
of applied to the PPublic Serviee Commis-
sioner for emplovment, and was informed
that if the bank would say why he was dis-
missed, the Public Serviee Commissioner
would endeavour to find some employment
for him. I understand that on the 13th
September the Civil Serviee Assoeiation
waited as a depntation upon the commis-
sioners in connection with this and secveral
other cases of the kind, [t is stated in the
“Civil Bervice Journal” that the chairman
of the commissioners informed the deputa-
tion that the bank was not obliged to give
any reasons for putting men off, and would
not do so. Tt seems to me that this man
and others will be hard put to it to get em-
plovment elsewhere nnless reasons for their
dismissal can be given. T know the manr in
question personally, He tells me there is no
reason for his dismissal unless it be that
there are too many officers in the service. T
hope some action will be taken to alter the
procedure, and to give these people an
opportunity, if they cannot get employment



1842

in the service, to obtain it elsewhere. This
opportunity can only be afforded to them if
they are given reasons for their dismissal
from the service of the bank.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) {5.25]: Some
of the clients of the hank are interested in
bee, poultry and pig farming. The other
night I brought down a Bil! to exempt from
the payment of land tax farmers of this
deseription,

The CHATRMAN ; Are you talking about
the Agricultural Bank Act?

Mr, SAMPSON: There are ¢lients of the
bank amongst these people.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
cannot diseuss legislation that was before
the House the other night.

Mr. SAMPSON: In certain quarters
there is an impression that people engaged
in these oceupations are not exempi from
land tax.

The Minister for Lands: What has that
to do with this vote?

Mr, SAMPSON: Some of these people
are chlients of the bank, I have here a
letter bearing direstly oi ihe subjeet.

The Minister for Lands: The commis-
sioners do not impose the land tax.

Mr. SAMPSQXN: In some cases clients of
the bank have to pay land tax.

The CHAIRMAYXY: The hon. member can
only discuss the Agricultural Bank vote.

Mr. SAMPSON: I will make no refer-
ence to the legislation, but would like to
read this letter.

The CHATRMAN: Does it deal with the
Agrieultural Bank?

Mr. SAMPSON: T am speaking of the
land tax as it applies to clientzs of the
bank,

The CHATRMAXN : The hon. member ean-
not discuss the land tax under this head-
ing.

Mr. SAMPSON: Then I shall refer to
the recent Bickley storm, which affects
some c¢lients of the bank. I appeal to the
Minister to make some reference to this
in his reply. I hope it will be possible
under the rehabilitation scheme for assis-
tanee fo be rendered to these settlers,
whose properties were so seriously dam-
aged by the storm.

Mr. Lambert: You could make 2 substan-
tial donation to them.

Mr. SAMPSON: Unless the settiers re-
ceive some assistance I am sure many of
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them will never recover, With these re-
marks I will conclude my contribution to
the debate on this vote.

HON, C., G. LATHAM (York) [5.30]:
When the Agricultural Bank Aet was
passed, provision was inade enabling the
commissioners to appoint their own staff
and we also agreed that if alterations were
made in the staff, and it was not found pos-
sible to retain the services of some offi-
cers, the latter would be absorbed with-
in the Public Service. On page 14 of the
latest annual report of the Public Service
Comumissioner there is this paragraph—

No reason has been given for the non-ap-
pointment of the 11 officers referred to. In
the absenee of information to the contrary, I
have informed the commissionera I am assum-
ing that their services were unsatisfactory, and
propose taking action under Section 9, Subsec-
tion 6, for their rctirement as excess officers.
No charge hag heen made against them under
the provisions of the Puhblic Service Act.

In his report the Public Service Commis-
sioner had previously referred to 11 officers
who were mot ronppoicivd Dy the Agrienl-
tural Bank Commissioners. 1 hope the
Commissioner will find employment for the
11 men referred to. If he regards the ser-
vices of the men as unsatisfactory in the
circumstances I have indicated, it is a very
callous attitude to adopt. There may be
some just reason for not finding employ-
ment for all of them, but surcly the Com-
missioner cannot regard the services of all
eleven as unsabisfactory, merely hecause
no reason has been given by the Agrienl-
tural Bank Commissioners for their non-
appointment.  Naturally, if these officers
are to be regarded as unsatisfactory for
employment within the Publiec Serviee,
their position wili be mueh more difficnlt
in seeking employment outside the service,
particularly in view of the announcement
that the Public Service Commissioner has
had to take it that their services while em-
ployed by the bank were unsatisfactory.
If any of these officers were to apply for
a position and stated that he had been with
the Agrieultural Bank, this announcement
in the Publie Service Commissioner’s re-
port would make his position very diffienlt.
I hope the Minister will go into the matter,
with a view to at least not branding the
officers concerned as unsatisfactory em-
plovees. I fully appreciate the fact that
one or two may possibly have proved
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unsatisfactory. I think the Minister men-
tioned some time ago that probably one or
two would not be retained in the serviee,
but I do not think he referred to
11 officers. Dealing with the salaries
for the Commissioners and the secretary,
provision is made for an expenditure of
£3,770. The chairman’s salary is £2,000 and
that of one of the other Comnissioners,
£1,500. T understand that the Under Treas-
urer, Mr. Berkeley, whe is the third Com-
nussioner, has received an increase of £540,
The secretary also has to be paid. I do not
know what the latter gets. I have heen
unable to ascertain the amount. Tt will he
seen, from the saiaries T have referred to,
that the provision of €3,770 is insuffieient,
and T would like to ask the Minister how
he proposes to make up the difference be-
tween the actwal amount paid in salaries
and that which is provided in the Estimates,

Mr. Thorn: The tofal amount will he
nearer £5,000.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It has heen usunl
in the past for the salaries paid to officers
of the Agrieultural Bank to he gazetted in
the ordinary way. That has been the pro-
eedure throughout the service. Are the Com-
missioners of the Agrienitural Bank now to
he given carte blanche to pay what they
like? Surely there must he some control
over the salaries the Commissioners can pay
to their officers, otherwise there will be com-
petition between the Agricultural Bank and
the rest of the Public Service in securing
officers and regarding the payments made to
them. As we have to agree to provide the
necessary funds from which those pavinents
are made, we should at least know what offi-
cers of the Agrienltural Bank are to he
paid. So far as T ean see, there is no op-
portunity for members to deal with that
phase. Next vear, Mr. Chairman, you will
probably rule as vou did to-day, and I think
yvou were correet in vour ruling, that we
have no power to debate this matter.

The CHATRMAN: I am right this time,
hut T was wrong last vear.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: You took last
vear as a precedent, and if von peruse the
Committee's proeeedings at that stage, vou
will find that no action was taken to ohject
te vour ruling. but T would point out that
ilie Bstimate= show that the amount has heen
rebated, so that we have no opporfunity to
discuss the matter, except, perhaps, nnder
the Appropriation Bill. All payments have
to be appropriated either under the Fsti-
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mates or under the Appropriation Bill. The
practice has heen to discuss the Estimates
Pully and the passage of the Appropriation
Bill has becn regarded gs a matter of form.
Unless we are given an opportunity to dis-
euss this particular matter—it ean easily he
done by providing a Vote for £1 only—it
will mean that Parliament has lost control.

The CFTAIRMAN: If T bhad to rule again,
[ wounld rule as I did hefore, namely, that
you cannot discuss the matter.

Hon, C. G, LATHAM. Yes, and you will
notice that I did not move to disagree with
vour ruling, hecause I believed it was cor-
rect. There is only one way in which we
ean discuss the position. As a matter of
faet, every year we seem to be handing over
to other people anthority to spend the pub-
lic’s money, and our position as members of
Parliament is heeoming- more and move of
a sinecure. We have before us legislation
onder which we are to hand over to the Arbi-
tration Court the right to fix salaries.
Naturally, T believe it wonld be quite im-
possible for Parliament to fix individunal
salaries but, nevertheless, the tendency is as
[ have indicated. Here is another instance
in which we are handing over to the Com-
missioners of the Agtrienltural Bank the
vight to do as they like. T hope we shall be
given an opportunity to diseuss this mat-
ter in future, or at least to know what sal-
aries are heing paid. I have already pointed
out that T have been unable to find out what
salary is being paid to the secrefary.

The Minister for Lands: Whieh secre-
tary?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The seeretary to
the Commissioners of the Agricultural Bank.
I have already pointed out that a lump sum
is provided in the Estimates for the salaries
paid to the Commissioners and the secrc-
tary, and I have looked through the “Gov-
ernment Ctazette” very earefully but have
not been able to find any reference to the
salaries paid to the officers. We de not
know what they are receiving, and we should
have that information. I know also that
that must be the opinion of Ministers. At
one time, when we were dealing with the
Main Roads Act, the present Premier, whan
Leader of the Opposition, rightly ecom-
plained about this sort of thing.

The Premier: Yes, from the Opposition
hench. You are right now—from the Oppo-
sition bench.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM:
Premier's attitude then.

That was the
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The Premier: Of course we know nothing
about it.

Hon. C, G. LATHAM: Naturally, hecause
the Premier has heen away from the city on
State business in the Eastern States.

The Premier: But we have not any say
in it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I blame the Gov-
ernment for that. When the Agricultural
Bank Act was being dealt with in Committee,
I pointed out that we were handing over
these powers to three men, of whose identity
we were unaware at the time. We, on the
Opposition side of the House, shall follow
elosely the activities of the Commissioners
and if we are still in Opposition when Par-
liament meets next year, we inay have to voize
decided opinions. I wonld not suggest criti-
cising the Commissioners until they have had
a reasonable opportunity te get into their
stride, but if, after a reasonable time has
been allowed them in that respect, we may
desive to express our opinions, we shall not
have an opportunity to de so if no provi-
sion i3 made either in the Estimates or the
Appropriation Bill. T trust the Minister will
2o into the matter that I have raised regard
ing tha vepoit of the Public Service Com-
missioner, becauvse it is one that should be
cleared up.

The Premier: There is only one officer
with whose salary you are not acquainted.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I do not know that
that is so.

The Premier: You know what the Com-
missioners are getting.

Fon. C. ¢, LATHAM: Yes, but T have
already pointed out that, apparently, their
salaries are not fully provided for in the
Estimates.

The Premier: You are referring to all
the Bank officers9
_ Hon. C. G. LATHAM : No, only the Com-
missioners and the seeretary. The amount
set out in the Estimates is £3,770 and, as
the chairman receives £2,000 and one of
the other Commissioners £1,500, those twe
amounts alone total £3,500, and we know
that the Under Treasurer, Mr. Berkeley, has
received an additional £540 a year. The
Premier will see that the amount in the
Estimates is exceeded by those payments.

Mr. Lambert: Is that provision for the
full year?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes. The Com-
missioners were appointed before the 1st
July and the Estimates make provision for
the full finaneial year. However, I rose
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principally to request the Mimister to clear
ap the position regarding the eleven officers
I have referred to, and I urge that course
not from the Commissioner’s point of view
bt that of the men. For the Commissioner
Lo rvegard their services as having been un-
satisfactory merely becanse the Agrienltural
Bank Commissioners did not give any rea-
son for not appointing the eleven men to
their staff, would be very unfair.

My, Lambert: They may have been put
off as excess officers.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It woeuid not be
so bad if that reason were given, but it is
unfair to the men themselves if the Public
Service Commissioner is to regard their ser-
vices as unsatisfactory merely because no
explanation was given for their non-appoint-
ment. I do not believe the Government
would agree with that, nor would any mem-
ber of the House. That is why I ask the Min-
ister to take up the matter with the Publie
Service Commissioner and the Commis-
sioners of the Agricultural Bank, so as to
clear up the point and issue a publie state-
ment so that thse i men shall not be
branded as having rendered unsatisfactory
service to the Government,

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [540]: The ve-
mark made by the member for Wagin (Mr.
Stubbs) that he would appeal to the Minis-
ter for Lands to bring pressure to bear on
the Commissioners of the Agricultural Bank
tor an alleged incident in the Lake Grace
area indicates if I may say so, a lack of
knowledge of the Act by that hon. member,
because neither the Minister for Lands nor
any member of the Government has any
control over the Commissioners of the Agri-
cultiaral Bank. That is one of ihe reasons
why I intend fo take certain action in re-
spect of this Vote. The Commissioners, to
my mind, have so far followed, in the main,
a perfeetly rational course of action in an
endeavour to take stock and ascertain the
position of the 14,000 farmers nnder their
care, hefore they embark upen any action
under Division V. of the Agricultural Bank
Act.

Mr. Stubbs: Did you say 14,000 farmers?

Mr. BOYLE: There are 14,000 seenrities.

Hon, C. G. Latham: But that would rot
necessarily mean 14,000 farmers.

Mr. BOYLE: Possibly not, so I will refer
to 14,000 securities, not 14,000 farmers. The
action taken by the Commissioners in the
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Esperance area was eminently sound. A re-
orientation of the position is taking place
and the only difficulty one can foresee is with
regard to the ability of the settlers in that
area to shoulder the £1,600 that it is evi-
dently proposed shall e the Azures fixed foc
their first mortgage. As to the Bullfinch
area and the miners’ settlement south of
Southern Cross, I understand from remarks
made hy the Chairman of the Commission
(Mr. A. McCallum) that attention is being
given to those areas at present. T submit
this plea on hehalf of the settlers in that
part of the State: Starting off with 82
settlers, the men on the land now number
46. That is to say, practically 30 per cent.
of the settlers have left their blocks. Tt is
propoged to turn the holdings into stock-
earrying propositions, which will mean con-
sidernble expenditure. Tn eonversation with
the settiers, T ascertained that it will be im-
possible to load them with any additional
liability, but the extra burden should ba
borne hy the community at laree. That also
applies to the position in the Bullfineh area.
If there is one serious fanit that can be
raised regarding the conduct of the Bank
Commisioners to-day, it is not so much in re-
spect of the lack of a deelaration of policy,
heenuse a peliey cannot be declared until
those concerned arrive at the hasis upen
which the policy is to be construeted, hut to
Sections 51 and 52 heing applied before
there has been any writing down. In an
address T delivered in Februarv last before
members of an organisalion with which I
wag associated for years, I pleaded for soffi-
cient time to be given the Bank eommis-
sioners to get their house in order before ex-
peeting from them any declaration of policy.
T am prepared to wait a little longer, but
I do object, and strenuously objeet, to the
imposing of a portion of the Act—Sections
51 and 52—before the writing down provi-
sions have been brought into force. Under
the drag-net provisions of Section 51 there
have been mandatory seizures of the assets
or proceeds of the farm to pay interest,
principally on a debt which is inevitably
dug for writing down, possibly to an ex-
tent of 50 per cent. It seems unfair to me
that the penal clanses shonld be enforced
before the writing down. I do not say
they shonld not be used. but I say they
should be wused with discretion. At the
present time, however, they are not heing
used with that diseretion one would expect
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from the Commissioners. Another import-
ant matter is the evident attempt being
made to pauperise the man under the bank.
By that T mean that he is prohibited to-day
from contributing out of his proceeds any-
thing to the medical funds, and—I hesitate
to say this—to his industrial organisation,
that is to say, the Primary Producers’
Assoeiation or the Wheatgrowers’ Union.
[ have no personal interest in this.

The Minister for Lands: Do you snggest
that those contributions should come be-
fore their legitimate debts?

Mr. BOYLE: I suggest that the first
legitimate debt is that due to the protective
organisation, and T hold that it is a debt
that it is ineuwmbent upon them to pay, and
to » major degree I would say that the pro-
viston of safewuards for their health is
certainly a debt that should have first aon-
<ideration, T have here a direet refusal
to allow the proeceds of the funds to be
used in that regard. On 24th April Mr.
Rogers, who is the officer in charge of the
Agricultural Bank aetivities at Salmon
Cums, in writing to the secretary of the
{ivajn Pool of W.A,, zaid—

On the 5th ultimg I wrote you in com-

rection with wheat warketed for medieal fees
and nnion fees, and stated that the trustees
would not agree to this being marketed as such,
and that we desired the proeceds of such wheat.
The present Commissioners have now confirmed
this decision, ind vour early attention to the
payment of proceeds to ws would he appreci-
ated. We would appear to have received cer-
tain payments on this account recently, but
guitc a number would appear to he slill out-
standing.
That was confirmed by the seeretary of the
Bank, Mr. Brownlie, and later on, on the
31st July, Mr. Grogan, Aeting Manager of
the Bank, wrote—

Fuorther to my letter of the 17th instant re-
garding permission to scttlers to pay subserip-
tions in wheat, ete., I have to inform you that
the matter has heen further considered, and the
Commissioners are not agreeahle to dedoctions
heing made for payment of fees, either to the
Primary Producers’ Associations or medical
fees fund.

I might explain that the settlers in the
Esperance area made arrangements with
the Esperance hosgpital to pay £1 per year
which would eover them for all medical at-
tention except major operations, and that
attitude by a body of settlers over 200
strong is to be commended. The arrange-
ment was not interfered with until the
present Commissioners assumed control. It
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is obvious from the Act that the Commiz-
sioners are responsible in this matter
Obviously the Act speaks for itself: the
Parliament of this State handed over to
the Commissioners the administration c¢f
the Aet.

Flon. W. D. Jehnson: You strongly com-
mended it.

Mr. BOYLE: T did, and it 1s move in
sorrow than in anger that T am referring
to this partienlar matter now; but T am
entering a protest on behalf of the men
who for five years have been struggling to
get on their feef. Tt is not fair to make
them feel their position to the extent that
they cannot contribute fo a loeal hospital
T have a letter from the chairman of
the Kellerherrin hospital, Mr. Deane Ham-
mond, who says that the hospital eannat
collect fees in Kellerberrin becanse the
farmers cannet pay. If we wish to pravent
people from becoming degraded altogether,
the best thing we c¢an do is to let them
endeavour to retain some shred of inde-
pendence. The old trustees were very
lenient in that vegard. T am a firm friend
of the Asriziitural Bank Aet of 1934,

Hon. W, D. Johnson: You know that you
have no power now te direet the Commis-
sioners.

Mr. BOYLE: T have already stated that
the Minister has no authority whutever
over the Commissioners, and that Parlia-
ment has hianded over the whole control
of the Agricultural Bank fo the Commis-
sioners.

Hon, W. D, Johnson: Then what is the
use of addressing Parliament on the sub-
ject? Parliament cannot do anything in
the matter.

Mr. BOYLE: Tt iz my infention to move
that the Vote be reduced by £1.

The CHAIRMAN: There is no Vote here
to reduce.

Mr. BOYLE: Then I am hoist with my
own petard, and T am afraid I am very
mueh out of order. Siill, f have entered my
protest, and will leave it at that.

MR, SEWARD (Pingelly [5.52]: Refer-
ence has alreadv bheen made to the aciien
of the Commissioners in going through the
Lakes area a little while back without advis-
ing the settlers there of the time of their
arrival. The Commissioners were only re-
eently appointed to do a very big work, and
consequently they should have the whole-
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hearted suppors of everyone fo assist them
in the duties they had to perform. Tt is
with reluctance that I refer to this maiter
at all, but it is necessary to do so, hecause
the Minister made a promise that the Com-
wmissioners would go through that district.
The Minister himself visited the distriet, and

.was particularly impressed. He thought the

country was too good to sacrifice, especially
as the scttlers had been there for five or six
years and had carried on operations 60
miles from a railway, On that score he
considered them worthy of assistance, Tt
was at the request of the Minister that the
Commissioners paid a visit to the distriet,
but they came away from it just as rapidly
as they went to it

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Did you say they
went down at the request of the Minister?

My, SEWARD: Perhaps 1 should have
said at the invitation of the Minister. Of
course we know he has no power to order
them to go anywhere, but he was so im-
pressed that I suppose they went at his re-
quest. The member for Wagin sud 1 en-
asavoured to find out where the Commis-
sioners were—we knew they had gone to the
distriect—but hefore we were able to learn
anything, we read a telegram in the Press
from Muntadgin that the Commissioners had
completed their visit. It looked as if the
Commissioners deliberately avoided meeting
the settlers, who wrote a letter of protest,
especially as Inspector Mitchell had pre-
viously gone through the district and had
made certain recommendations for the
future carrying out of a poliey, and this
would have been available for discussion be-
tween the settlers and the Commissioners.
The unfortunate settlers were keyed-up with
expectation only to be disappointed, espe-
cially as the Minister had given them every
encouragement. The Commissioners, how-
ever, just flew throngh the district and took
no notice of the settlers, who felt their
action keenly. As their representative in
Parliament I deem it my duty to voice a
protest on this aetion of the Commissioners,
and I hope we shall not have a redurrence
of it.

HON, W. D, JOHNSON (Gunildford-
Midland} [5.55]: I submit that it is & waste
of time for hon. members to ventilate their
erievanees with regard to the Agricultural
Bank. They admit the Minister has no
power over he Commissioners, and that Par-
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liameni has placed full control in the hands
of the Commssioners to direct the opera-
tions of the Bank. What is the use, there-
fore, of members loading up ‘‘Hansard”
with speeches that will have no influence un-
less, of course, members themselves cut their
speeches out of “Hansard” and send them
to the Commissioners?

Mr. Stubbs: That js pretty good, coming
from yon.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: 1 have not tor-
goiten the attitude I took up when the Bill
was before the House. I told members they
were handing over control of the Bank abso-
lutely to the Commissioners and that as far
as members of Parliament were concerneid
their influence had ceased for good.

Mr. Stubbs: Who is endeavouring to in-
flnence the Commissioners?

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Then why o
hon. members take up the time of the Cham-
ber in the manner they have heen doing,
knowing as they do that their speeches are
of no value? I am simply pointing ount that
a discussion on matters affecting the genernl
administration of the Agrienltural Bank i
of no avail whatever now. The whole of
the administration of the Bank was vested
by Parliament definitely in the hands of the
Commissioners. At the time members knew
what they were doing when they gave that
power to the Commissioners, and I submit
that they must now recognise that it is use-
less to enter protests heve, At one time it
was possible to ventilate grievanees here and
to suggest to the Minister, who then had
control, how the Bank shonld function, and
how the general administration should be
carried on. All that has gone now. There-
fore I submit that the entering of protesis.
as members have been doing, is just so mueh
waste of time.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[6.27]): T ean hardly understand the reason-
ing of the hon. member who has just re-
sumed his seat in connection with our atti-
tude towards the Agricultural Bank. As a
matter of fact, there are many things done
with which we can sharply disagree even
though we may not have actnal statntory
power to do more. Ouly a litile while azo
we read of sharp disagreements towards cer-
tain appointments to this particular insti-
tution. Tarliament is the supreme hody
and it ean say whether it agrees or dis-
agrees, We should preserve our right to
disagree even to an exeentive act, or any
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adminiztrative act, whether we have the
statntory right to do so or not. 'This is the
place to express our approval or dis-
approval. 1 thank the member for Avon
for his contribuiion to the debate, and
I assure him that | have kept a most
watchful eye upon my own district and the
scitlers within the four corners of it. Their
pogition has been of grave concern to me
for a considerable time, and while I know
it ix possible and may he absolutely neces-
sary to carry out the painfnl proeess of
climination amongst many of them, the only
way that these settlers can do any good in
single-handed farming or single-item farm-
ing will be by the amalgamation of areas
and the provision of water supplies. Many
of these Larmers are fing fellows, sterling
chaps.  But this must be elearly reeognised:
nnless they wet a chance throngh provision
of adequate water supplies and linked loeal-
ities to go in for mixed farming, the Agri-
mbtural Bank will continue to incur losses.
Mistakes initially made must be acknow-
ledwed. Tt is o matter not so much of Agri-
cultural Bank administration as of hopeless
attempts to farm in aveas too dry. From
that aspeet T am glad of the weighty sup-
port of my friend the wmember for Avon
{Mr. Boyxle). Let me assure the hon. mem-
her, however, that T keep a watehful eye an
the present Government, and alse on the
Agricultural Bank Commissioners.

Mr. Cross: You must have developed an
agricultural conscience!

AMr, LAMBERT: It is just as well fo have
a vonscience of zome kiml or other. T nree
the Minister to give hmmediate considera-
tion to the furnishing of water =upplies and
other ncedful facilities in that arvea of my
electorate. Otherwise the settlers in ques-
tion vannot mwake good. With the Leader
of the Opposition t appreciate all the dis-
advantages involved, and with the member
for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs) T realise that
fundamental mistakes were made initially
by placing settlers in areas where they had
not rthe slightest hope of succesz, Bearing
in mind the fact that the scheme was fos-
tered in triplicate by three zuccessive Gov-
ernments, in the hope of advaneing land
seltlement. I feel that the financial obliga-
tion entailed is one in which the general
community must share. Through taxation
the general community shares many re-
spongibilities, and this is not the least de-
serving one tn be so shared. T look for-
ward to the formulafion by the Agricul-
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tural Bank Commissioners of a poliey hav-
ing regard to & diminution of the number
of settlers who cannot be expected to sue-
ceed, either for physieal, elimatir, or some
other reasons. Possibly sueh settiers conld
be placed on more suitable areas. T firmly
helieve that a large proportion of them who
have battled for years would, if given new
spirit, new heart, new inspiration, make
gond, with resultant advantages not only in
returns to the Agriealtural Bank but in
greater prosperity to the whole people of
Western Australia.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy-—Mt Magnet} [6.6]: With
vegard fo the specches of the members
for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs) and Pingelly
(Mr. Seward), it is true that both gentle.
men wrote to me expressing some indigha-
tion that the Agricultural Bank Commis-
sioners had not atiended a meeting of the
settlers in the 3,500 farms scheme areas.
The Agricaltural Bank Commissioners ave
entirely responsible for their actions. Their
statute gives them great powers, and theyv
are entitled to odminisicor us they deem hest.
My own opinion is that to attend mectinzs
of settlers is undesirable, that the better
course is to visit the individual settler on
his farm and diseuss the situation with him.
T think, however, considering the isolation of
these particular settlers, that were T a Cowm-
missioner, I woull have seen the settlers
on the aveas mentioned. Still, the Commis-
sioners state thev are of opinion that they
could but see these people oun their farns,
that they could mect the individunl settler
on his own holding and with him take stock
of the place and ifs requirements, and thus
get a better grip of the situation. Tt is
a faet that at meetings one does not get
the true atmosphere. At meetings there
are always a few people who are given o
exaggerate matters beyond all reason.

Mr. Stubhs: You saw fhese prople.
Were they likely to exaggerate?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: My expe-
rience is that some settlers should he taught
to look a little more moderately, for less con-
sideration. Tf one sums up the position,
adopting the mediom attitude, making a
moderate estimate, one will probhably he
right. I was impressed with the settlers
on the 3,500-farms area. They strueck me
as very worthy people, and the same re-
mark applies to their womenfolk. I would
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not like the member for Wagin to think
that the Government pay no regard to the
isolation of those people. If they were not
wheat growers and had to earry their pro-
ducts to market, their isolation would not
be remarkable, because there are hundreds
of areas in Western Australia where the
isolation of the settlers is greater than
it is in that district. In two-thirds of the
State the degree of isolation is much
higher.

Mr. Stubbs: But these settlers went out
to the area under different conditions.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Undoubt-
edly isolation is n great disadvantage when
one is growing wheat and has to cart it to
the nearest centre. But these settlers
have some advantages. Roads have been
eonstructed for them, and magnificent
water supplies have been provided. No-
where have I seen better waier supplies
than those in that area,

Mr. Stubbs: The settlers admit that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They are
truly magnificent water supplies. When I

suzk water suppiles in areas with
bhut very few settlers, I came to the con-
elnsion that the Government had been gen-
erous to the setilers. I have travelled
through many thousand miles of farming
country, and nowhere have T seen one water
supply equal to those in the area in ques-
tion.

My, Situbbs: We adwmnit that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Else-
where T saw dams empiy at this time of the
That remark does not apply to the
area under discussion. It is only the fact
of isolation that c¢oncerns me. The land
is all right. The crops produced are good.
I have noe doubt the erops there will be
good this year, Those settlers have never
had bad crops. They have generally grown
seven and eight bags. They will have a
zood erop this year, when probably 40 per
cent. of the wheatgrowers of Western Aus-
tralia will have poor crops. These settlers
are not located in an unfavourable area.
The onlv drawback is isolation. They are
disappointed at not having got railway
communication, Had the depression not
oeeurred, they would have got it. I have
stated the Facts of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment’s attitude on more than one ocen-
sion. Before the area was settled, there was
a conference hetween memhers of the Gov-
ernment, Mr. Johm Gunn, and Sir Charles

fonnd

veir,
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Nathan. At that tine evervhody was look-
ing for land. and this partienlar settlement
was justified. Sir Charles Nathan and Mr.
Gunn said {o the Government “Let the set-
tlement proceed; it will be included in the
larger scheme.” A large sum of monev was
provided for opening-up by roads and also
for the construction of wells. The develop-
ment was approved. However, when the
depression came, Sir Charles Nathan said
to me that he did not remember this con-
versation. I remember it very well. I told
him so. T am ecautions ahout such matters.
The Commonwealth Government must have
been satisfied when they advanced money
to build roeds and provide water supplies.

Mr. Stnbhs: They deny it now.

The MINISTER. FOR LANDS: The set-
tlers there do not pay any rent at all, not
a shilling, for ten years. They are elear
for ten years. All settlers outside that
3,500-farms area have to pay farm rents,
but these setilers arve heing carried on the
poliey of not expecting anv rent for a
period of ten years. In the area of the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lam-
bert) some settlers are 17 miles out. They
suffer from the same isolation. Apart from
that, T daresay thev have reasonable pros-
pects. If I were going in for a grazing
proposition, 1T would seftle in that area.
Settlers from Lazke XNewdegate went ont
there recently.

Mr. Doney: It is absolutely perfect grae-
ing land.

The MINISTER FOR LANXDS: YWhen 1
saw the grasses and the magnificent stock at
Kondinin, I was greatly impressed. The
land has a limestone foundation, and is
splendid country for stock. Although de-
velopment under the 3,500-farms scheme has
been held up, and probably will continue to
he beld up until prosperity returns, I con-
sider fhis to be the only area suitable for
land settlement in that quarter. The greater
portion of the land there is taken up
already, and pressure of population will
push other settlers further out. With the
return of advantageous times, settlers on
that area will do well in grazing. The mem-
ber for Katanning (Mr. Watts) raised a
question about the services of former em-
ployees of ihe Agricultural Bank being dis-
pensed with, I cannot help that. By Aet
of Parliament the Agricultural Bank Com-
missioners have the right o select their own
staff. In view of what the Royal Commis-
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sion on Lhe Agriculinral Bank reported con-
eerning some officers, it was highly desirable
fo dispense with their services. Some
officers have my sympathy. Nevertheless,
it is most advisahle that the Agricultural
Bank Commissioners should have control of
the Bank staff. In fact, I believe to an
extent the former trustees picked their staff.
I know of many men in the service who were
selected by the former trustees.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Regard-
ing the dispensing +with the services of some
of the officers of the Bank, I am sure the
(‘ommissioners are qualified to appraise their
staft. Whilst I sympathise with some of those
officers whaose services have heen dispensed
with, it must be remembered that the Act
presetibes that the Commissioners shall have
full power in that regard. Whilst the Act
was the responsibility of the Government, it
musi be rememhered that it had to pass both
Houses of Parliament and that hoth Houses
of Parlianient agreed to it in its present
form. Certainly the Government had a
majority behind them in this Chamber, but
they had no majority in another place, where
nevertheless the Bill was agreed to. 1 admit
that the Royal Commission referred to some
of the Bank’s offieials in no pleasing terms,
and I have since heard that the Bank has
dispensed with the services of some of them.
I do not think it shonld be taken that be-
canse a man is a member of the Public Ser-
vice he is entitled to be retained in his job
all his life. Many private firms dispense
with the services of a man when he no
longer snits them. Indeed, practically all the
persons in employment, of one sort or another
in Western Australia, when they ceaze to
zive satisfaction, have to go and make
room for somehody else. And because they
thus leave one cmployment, it is not to say
they are prevented from applying themselves
to another industry or to another firm.
Members know it is not usual for a man te
be in ene oceupation all his life, and that
when a man loses one job he sets off in
search for another. Even before the Act of
1934 was enacted, the services of many
publie servants had been dispensed with for
one reason or another, I have had officers
tell me that although they have been com-
mended on their work, they did not feel
very safe.
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Hon. C. . Latham: You agree that the
Public Service Commissioner’s commenis in
his report are fair eriticism.

The MINISTER FQR LANDS: [ think
the Public Scrvice Commissioner has
eaid many things which he was nof en-
titled to say. He referred in strong
terms to one officer in the South-West,
whereas he was not in a pesition to know
the slightest thing about that officer’s quali-
fiecations, 1In the Public Service Commis-
sioner’s report there are many things that
would have heen better left unsaid.

Mr. Seward: He states that if he has an
assuranee thaf thoge men were not retired
from the Bank because of incompetence, he
c¢an place them in the Publie Service.

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: Very
well, but what has it to do with him, any-
how?

Hon. C. (. Latham: The Act gave him

S0me power,
- The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, the
Act provided that if the Commissioners had
no place for ecertain of their officers and there
were vacancies in the Public Service. those
wamanzins Juaid be obtained for them, In
stating that the oflicers dispensed with were
not incompetent, the Commissioners were
quite decent about ib. 1 do not think that
is a wrong attitude at all.

Mr. Boyle: But they gave no reasons at
all,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
the Public Service Commissioner has said
many things that might well have been left
unsaid. He is a bit peevish because an im-
portant part of the administration has heen
taken from him. However, he made refer-
enco to officials of whose eapacity he has no
knowledge at all, and when I spoke of a
certain appointment, he told me that he
himself had not made that appointment. I
know he was not in a position to judge of
the capacity of the man appointed. How-
ever, I hope that those of the Bank’s staff
whose services have been dispensed with
will find occupations somewhere else. I am
certainly not pursuing those officers. On
one occasion I did criticise the capacity of
an officer, but T told the chairman of the
Bank Commission not to be influenced by me,
but to exarcise his own judgment. I made it
clear to the chairman that nothing I had
ever said abont that officer was to inflnence
his decision. I put that definitely to him.
The member for Swan (Mr. Sampson)
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asked that some assistance should be given
to those in the eitrus industry from the
money granted for necessitous farmers. Bat
that is impossible, because the Aet provides
that tle assistance shall be given only ‘o
wheatgrowers in necessitous eircumstinces.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Not that £134,0007

The MINISTER I"OR LANDS: Yes.

Hon. €. G. Latham: Neeessitous farmers!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ng, but
whentgrowers who are in neeessitous cirenn-
stances, and have suffercd loss from disease.
I will make sure of that; it is just possible
thut I am making a mistake.

Hon, €. @. Latham: Certain sums wera
set aside for wheatgrowers, but there were
also certain other sums.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, but
under the Rural Relief Fund Act the eitrus
growers could receive some consideration if
creditors agree to compound debts, They
cannot get any monetary assistance, but T
am sure that this Act is known as the wheat-
erowers’ relief Aet.

Mr. Sampson: If it is not possible for the
Ainistor ¢z 8id llai ussistance from the
ene fund, it might he possible for him fo
provide it from some other fund.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
[.eader of the Opposition asked what sala-
ries were being paid. To Mr. MeCallum
there iz paid £2,000, to Mr. Clark £1,500,
to Mr. Berkeley an extra £340, and to Mr.
Brownlie, the seeretary, £600. Arrange-
ments are now being made for the classifica-
tion of the bank’s officials, and to that end
the services of Mr., Audrew, the Under
Secretary for Labour, are being availed of.
The work will soon be in hand, so members
may rest assured that the Commissioners
are not fixing salaries and classifying their
own officials, but are leaving that to the
Under Becretary for Labour. It is true that
the Commissioners are taking stock of their
securities, as stated by the member for
Avon (Mr. Boyle). That, of course is a very
hig joh. The Commissioners, operating un-
der the Aet of 1934, in regard fo revaluing
must act eonsistently.

Mr, Boyle: That involves £14,000,000.

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: They
must act consistently and know what road
they propose to follow. The chairman has
recently announeed in the Press that the
Commissioners are prepared o work in with
the trustees to be appointed under the Rural
Relief Fund Aet, who will be warking to
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bring about a debt adjustment. The Com-
missioners will be prepared {o co-operale
with them. When the Aect was passed
last  year, the Commissioners were
given power to write down their secur-
ities. During the last five vears, of course,
the settlers have had a very bad time, and’
last year in many portions of the State,
owing to rust and discase and in some in-
stances drought eonditions, the farmners had
n decided setback. This year in many pari=
of the country the season has not been alto-
gether favourable, hut in other parts of the
country, I am glad to say, it has been very
gratifying. I do not regard 5s. per bushel,
which is the expectation of some farmers,
as represenfing a normal price for wheat.
¥ regard it as representing a period of pros-
perity, and so I think the average value of
the land cannot be based on that price.
I cannot see that the policy adopted by
some countries of making thenselves self-
contained in the matter of food supplies can
he pursned forever, but during the next 10
yvears we shall still be experiencing dif-
ficulties in Australia. The position has io
be faced. We have given the Bank Com-
missioners eertain powers and thev will
exercise those powers consistent with their
poliey being approved by the Treasurer. If
the Commissioners satisfy him that what
they have done is the proper thing, I do not
think the Treasury will offer any opposi-
tion. Of course if the Commissioners 1o
not have due regard to the interesis of the
country, it may be necessary for the Treas-
urer to intervene, but I hope that will not
oceur. Members will recogmise that this
burden of debt must be placed on some-
body’s shoulders, and that somebody must
catry it, bul we must be careful, in appor-
tioning it, not to overload one section un-
fairlv. I think there will he times when
iemporarily there will be a good priee for
wheat. Last season’s wheat reached 3s. 24. T
certainly Inissed the market beeanse I
accepted about 2s5. 4d. for mine. If we
could get 3s. 4d. a bushel during the next
four, five or six years, J think we would be
doing very well. The memhber for Avon
spoke about the inahility of Esperance

settlers to earryv a ecapitalisation of
£1,600. If the settlers at Esperance
have come under the amalgamation

svstem, which is the policy for that part
of the State, and if they have a larger area
of coontry than normally, a capitalization
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of £1,600, while it mav appear large, should
not be beyond their ability to carry, pro-
vided they have 3,000 or 4,000 acres of lanil
and are carrying stoek. 1 think the Espes-
ance settlers have a market whieh they couid
well exploit, namely the goldfields market.
For all their produce they could find a mar-
ket in Kalgoorlie and Norzeman.

Mr, Boyle: Norseman would he a gooid
inarkef.

The MINISTER FOR LLANDS: Yes. The
new wmining centres north of Kalgoorlic
would alse provide good markets and if the
Esperance settlers cxploited them to the
fullest extent, they might do bhetter than
settlers in other parts who have not a cash
market. It is the settlers in the Salmon
Gums district about whom T feel concerned.
Only 150 scttlers remain there and the State
will lose a large amount of money. 8iill,
it is to be hoped that the experiment pro-
posed by the Commissioners regarding the
150 settlers will put them in a position to
give cncouragement to other scitlers, If a
few settlers are able to carry on successfully,
others will be encouraged to go there. That
was the idea behind the seftlement of the
Esperance country in the first place. It is
hoped that this experiment will be the last
one, and that it will prove successful, Re-
garding the miners’ settlement, the Govern-
ment have advanced large sums of money
there also. I admit that the miners who
went there were not in good health, but I
will nol aceept the statement that the Gov-
ernment pui them there against their will
or induced them to go there. The Govern-
ment did nothing of the sort. They were
asked to provide a settlement and eventunally
it was established at Southern Cross. Mem-
bers speak about unsafe areas. I do not
know that there has yet been settled any
large area in Weslern Australia which might
be regarded from the standpoint of rainfall
as heing unsafe. I travelled to Canberra in
QOctober of last year and again in Qectober
of this year, and east of Southern Cross I
saw much better crops than T saw anywhere
north of Peterborough in South Australia,
or even for some distance south of Peter-
horough. Properly tilled, T do not think
there is an acre of the wheat belt—save for
exceptions which I will mention later—
where profitable farming is not possible. I
never have regarded the Bullfineh area gs
a sound area, but south of Southern Cross,
and immediately east of Southern Cross and
Moorine Rock, I regard as fairly safe eoun-
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try provided the farmers fallow and farm
properly.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: If that is so, 23
per cent, of South Australia is not safe.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: A mem-
ber of the Federal Parliament told me that
in South Australia he bad had only two
erops in 10 years,

Mr. Boyle: For five years many of them
had only 7 bushels.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Ghooli State farm is an average farm. Some
mgmbers are under the impression that, be-
canse & farm-is conducted by the State, 1t
is farmed so well as to be highly produective.
‘They lose sight of the fact that erops are
sown at various periods of the season for
experimental purposes. Yet the Ghooli
State farm shows an average of 14 to 15
bushels. At the Dampawah farm, 30 miles
east of Perenjori, some of the finest averages
in the State has been obtained. Of eourse
in that country farming is more or less
established. Down throngh Dalwallinu, I
have heen informed, the average will not
be very high this year.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: It will not.

The MINISTER FUOK LANDS: I am
inclined to think that the average for

Southern Cross will he mueh higher than for
the Dalwallinu distriet, and Southern Cross
is situated 100 miles further east than is
Dalwallinu. Southern Cross certainly gets
no more rain than does Dalwallinu, so the
difference must be due to the character of
the country. Because of the character of
the country, I regard the Moorine Rock dis-
trict as safe farming country. Stress was
laid on the faet that in some districts only
a small percentage of the original farmers
are left, Ouly 2 per cent. of the miners are
still located on the settlement at Southern
Cross. At Yandanooka, 1 have heen in-
formed, only a very small perceniage of the
original settlers remain. Yel Yandanooka is
a favoured farming area, both for rainfall
and soil. The member for Avon spoke of the
Aericultural Bank Act and the enforcement
of Section 51. His reasoning was extra-
ordinayy. The Commissioners can get at
most one year’s interest; the cannot collect
any more. They did not attempt (o
colleet the interest acerned over the vears.
In the majorily of instances they have not
in the last five years collected one year's in-
terest, but have bheen lucky to get half a
year’s interest, Sineec the interest paid is,
in many instances, on one-half of the in-
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dehtedness, why should not the Commis-
sioners exerci~¢ their powers under Seetion
31 of the Act’ I do not think the Commis-
sioners have enforced Section 51 unfairiy.
The hon. member stated that a few eggs, a
few head of poultry and a pound or two of
butter would be confiseated. I said the state-
ment was ridieulous, and so it is, The Com-
misstoners are not  bothering  about
that sort of thing; in fact they are
encouraging the production of those
lines. What the Commissioners are con-
cerned about are the major items—the
chief revenue-producing items of the farms.
There ave still a few settlers in respeet to
whom the Commissioners find it necessary
to excrcise their powers. 1 was surprised
te Jearn to-day that at least one settler,
who had received assistanee in the form
of chaff, bad sold it to somebody else.
When 1 was informed of that, I said it
passed my comprehension that when we
went to the help of a settler and provided
him  with  neecessities, he immediately
sold these things to someone else. This
has happened in one ease at least, T am
credibly informed. bt T Ao
there ean be many others of that kind, I
do not think that sort of thing will happen
in the case of many settlers, although it
appears to have happened in this particu-
lar case, Section 31 of the Act must be
applied in sueh circumstances, I regret
it if the power was exercised to pen-
alise the average man who was attempting
to do his best. He is a very good man who
ean get the best results in these days, and
with present prices ruling. T do not sympa-
thise with the man who has had to give an
authority to private banks to pay his sub-
seription to his organisation, but T do not
know what would be said by members oppo-
site if employees on Government works did
the same thing, I do not think we would
get much support from members opposite
for that sort of thing.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You find money for
it to-day. You insist upon the workers
joining the AW.U,

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: If they
can pay, they do pay, but they get their
living first. We have never yet achieved
the distinction of indueing people to sign
an authority for the payment of their sub-
seriptions by the Bank.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Part of the condi.
tions of employment is that the workers
sign an order for the pavinent of their fees.

el
ngt  think
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Quite a
number ot people have signed an authority
for the pavment of their membership fres
to their organisations, and now want lo
cancel surh orders.

Hon. . i, Latham: There is nothing to
prevent them from doing so.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: One man
said to me, ‘T ain a mewbar of two organ-
isations. [ have given the authority to
pay, and willy nilly T will have to pay.”’

Hon. C. (i. Latham: Did you not put him
right and tell him he could cancel the
order?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I did not
bother about it.

Mr. Stubbs: The Agrieultural Bank has
asked some farmers to refund the amounts
that have been paid to organisations.

The MINISTER TOR LAXNDS: Al I
lnow is that T have been told that some
farmers gave an order on the Rank to pay
the membership fees of their organisations,
and that the fee has been collested through
that ehannel. Probably had the fees not
been paid by the Bank, whose funds are
really there only for the purpose of de-
veloping the agricultural industry, they
would not have heen paid. T do not agree
that union Eees or subseriptions should come
first, but a man’s living should come firs.
T sympathise with the idea of making pax-
ments for hospital treatment. CGood healthn
is a necessity. Something might be done in
that way. I had a talk with the former
trustees of the Agrieultural Bank with re-
gard to creating a hospital fund. I thought
the settlers should get some help in times
of sickness in their families. I should like
to see this brought about. I helieve I have
now touched upon all the matters referred
to by members. I am glad the Leader of
the Opposition is prepared to give the Com-
missioners an opportanity to achieve results.
A member in anoiber place has condemned
the chairman of the Commiszion. I do not
propose to disenss that just now, or to dis-
turb the harmony which prevails here. There
ia, however, a definite answer than can be
wiven, The Commissioners are controntad
by o very heavy task. They have the major-
ity of farmers in the State as their elienis.
They have already inangurated a poliey in
respeet to group settlement, and T hope that
will work out well. They have fixed cer-
tain capitalisations, and have asked settlers
to pay interest on those amounts. If the
interest cannot be paid, the setiler is ex-
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pected to make it up by maintenance er -
provement. That is a good iden. I am
hopelul the settlers will respond i it. If
they make up their minds lo sueceed, they
will reeeive every encourngement to do -o.
None of them will be foreed off thar
holdings, A few public meetings have heen
called Iately, but they will not have any
particular influence upon the Commissioners,
whieh is & good thing. If instead of calling
pubdic meetings the seitlers endeavoured to
live up to the expeetations of the Commis-

sioners, thex should ultimately dervive a
definite  advantage, Whenever I  have
made concessions to settlers and they

have reciprocated, they have always hecn
given a chance and heen left alone, 1 hope
the group settlers will try fo live up to the
proposals nmade for them by the Commis-
sioners, and that as time goes on they will
reap the benefit of the scheme. The pros-
pects are better to-day than they were n low
vears ago. Butter fat has risen to 1s. 2d. or
1s. 3d. a Ib., which iz a very good price.
The Minister for Agriculture: Tt is 1s. 4.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
better still. This improved price will make
the outlook for the producers very much
brighter.  With this advantage, seftlers in
the South-West ought to he more contented.
The member for Pingelly and the mewber
for Wagin may have o grievanee with re-
gard to the non-attendonee of the Commi.-
sioners at the meeting called at Lake Wing.
I do not altogether object to their point of
view. I feel, however, that most members
of this Chamber approve of the appoint-
ment of the Commissioners. Some question
arose in another place with regard to the
appointment of Mr. MeCallum as  chair-
man. That gentleman is well known in this
Chamber. It was necessary to have a man
of strength, integrity, and experience. Mem-
bers are not doing themselves justice if they
put forward the view that no member of
Parliament is entitled to an administrative
post. Men do not stay in Parliament fov
vears because they are fools, and they do
not hold Ministerial office because thev are
fools. AMembers of this Chamber are men
above the average eapacity. If most Hf
them had been trained in any particnlar
husiness, thex would have done well. Many
meibers of Parliament would, it they had
concentrated upon the making of money.
have heen able to make plenty of it. TIf
they had coneentrated on any particular
husiness activity they would have done well,
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The last thing members should do is lo
hold a man up to public eriticism bhecause
he happens to be or has been, a member
of Parliament.

The Premier: Because n man is a mem-
her of Parliament he is supposed o be un-
fit for any other position.

Hon, C. G. Latham: I do not think the
question has been raised in this House.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, bat
it has been raised in another place.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Then leave it alone.
You have representation theve.

The Premier: A lot of dirt has
thrown up there.

Hon. C, G. Latham: You have the repre-
senfation. Let vour representatives put up
a defence, if it is required.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is only
a minority representation.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But they ecan put
it up.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Members
of this Chamber have agreed that the
appointments were sound. The selection of
Mr. Clarke was a good one. He is a good

been

business man with wide evperionze, IF
any man shenld know the dairying

industry, he shonld, and I think his know-
ledge will prove valnable to the people of
the Seuth-West, He has for a long time
been connected with a number of indns-
tries in that part of the State. He ought
to be ahle to go upon any farm in the
South-West and decide what the average set-
tler ean reasomably be expected to accom-
plish. Ha ought to he able to say, ‘*Under
these conditions, and carrving this quan-
tity of stoek, that settler onght to he able
fo achieve a cerfain result.”’

Hon. €. G. Latham: I do not think he
made too much out of farming himself. I
think he had another line of business.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Who has
made anything out of farming in the last
five years?

Hon. W. D, Johnson: He has lost a lot.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Some of
the best business heads have made nothing
ont of famming of late years. If Mr.
Clarke has not made much out of farming,
he will be all the more sympathetic to

others, During the last week I was on
the Yandanooka Estate. T saw settlers

there farming 600 aeres. Under present
vonditions and with the capitalisation it is
ynpossible for such men to succeed. T did
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not like the outlook for them. No
one has even asked a seftler to do
what is beyond his eapacity, and, no

one expeets it of him. When the Govern-
ment appointed the Agricultural Bank Com-
missioners, they chose men who wounld look
after the interests of the State, and secure
a fair return to the State for the outlay,
but who would not expect from the settlers
something beyvond their eapacity to give,
I hope mewbers will give the Commission-
ers & chanee. The work they have to do
will certainly take them more than 12
months to aceomplish. It must be carried
out systematically and consistently. It is
inevitable that ecomplaints will arise. One
svttler will say he has had nothing, and
complain that his neighbonr has had some-
thing. The man who is able o earry on
and pay his way ecannof expeet to have a
writing down of his property. The Bank
is not an institution for general benevo-

lence. QOne man said to me the other day,
1 have paid all my debts. What will I
get from the Rural Relief Fund?®’

1 said, “Nothing.” He said, “What! That
i» sery uniair’ L sald, “How is it unfair?
Has anything been taken from vou? Are
you entitled to something that has been
withheld from you?” Tle said, “But this i3
a gift, and vou have given it to people whe
do not deserve it as miuch as I do.” T re-
plied, “Yes, that mav be so, hut that is one
of the inequalities of life”” It may be that
all the farmers expect to henefit from the
writihg down, but if a man ¢an pay his
way he should not expeet any writing down.
Members of this House are expected to
pay their way, and why should not others
be in the same position? It may be said
that some individuals will receive assistanve
who do not deserve it as mueh as others.
That may possibly be so. However, members
can depend upon it that the trustees who
will administer the Rural Relief Trust Fund
will earry out the expressed intention of the
Federal Parliament and will provide velief
in eases that they think comply with the
necessary conditions. Similarly if the Com-
missioners of the Agricultural Bank in valu-
ing their securitics give assistance to some,
exception is bound to be taken by others to
what they do. The Commissioners will de
what they are empowered to earry out, but
whatever they do, 1 do not expect they will
give entire general satisfaction. On the
other hand, memhers of Parliament who
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have some experience and sense of responsi-
bility will not, 1 feel sure, criticise the Com-
missioners unduly if they carry out their
duties consecientiously and act in the best
interests of the community.

Vote put and passed.

Department of the Minister for Education
(Hon. H. Millington, Minister; the Minister
for Agriculture Hon. ¥. J. 8. Wige, in
charge of Vole):

Vote—Education, £665,000:

THE MINISTER ¥OR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. ¥, J. 8. Wise—C(aseoyne) [817]:
In submitting the Estimates for the Eduea-
tion Department for the eurrent financial
year, I would point out thak the estimated
expenditure is £663,000, an increase of over
£52,207 compared with the actual expendi-
ture for last vear, and of that sanm 92 per
cent, covers salaries. Of the increased expen-
diture for this wvear, £50,802 represents in-
creases in salaries and allowances. The bulk
of the salaries increase consists of the re-
storations under the Financial Emergeney
Act, and as from the 1st January next the
whole of the siaff of the department will
have their salaries restored to the 1931 leval.
Other notable expenditure inereases ave for
long serviee leave to teachers, promotions
on classifieation, sick leave and travelling
allowances. There is every indication that
the improved conditions for teachers have
helped to restore the spirit of harmonious
working, which was doublless impaired by
the former somewhat irksome state of affairs
that may, to some extent, have been un-
avoidable. The teachers are now co-operat-
ing with the Government in the interests of
the State and of our future citizens. They
are performing in some instances voluntary
work. While there was an oceasion recently
when the teachers resented to some extent
the congratnlations that were offered to
them, I still think they are <eserving of
commendation for the great deal of volun-
tary work they are carrying out, in addition
ta their ordinary duties. There is no doubt
we have a staff of teachers who are conscien-
tious and energetic and who set a high
standard of efficiency. The Government
fully appreciate both the value of fheir
work and the difficulties with which they
have to contend. While we would be pleased
to lighten their burden, to do more
in their interests, and at the same
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iime c¢reate further advantages under
our educational system, we are limited
in that direction by considerations of fin-
ance, The financial limitations necessi-
tate making  haste slowly in  many
direciions, but we are doing our utinost
with the funds available. During recent
vears the increases in the Edueation Vaote
have been marked, and the figures for re-
cent years are intoresting, For 1952-33 the
Vote was £353,847; for 1933-34, it +wus
£576,206; for 1934-33, the Estimates pro-
vided £612,703, and for the enrrent finan-
cial year, 1935-36, the estimated expendi-
ture is £665,000. While the expenditure for
the carrent financial year will be over
£110,600 in excess of that for 1932-33, it
will still he nearly £30,000 less than the
Vote was in 1929-30. The strietest economy
is still essential in the Edueation Depart-
ment as in other departments, and that
means that many of the activities of the
department cannot he extended in desir-
able and commendable directions. Ag a
means of assisting the youth employment
movement, additional provision has been
made for manual training and household
management. In connection with techni-
cal education, the Covernment realise fully
diffienlties of the moment. We realise the
position with regard to the technical col-
lege in the centre of the city: we are aware
of the overcrowding that obtains, and other
undesirable eonditions that we are foreed
to permit to exist for the time being. With
regard to the staff, during recent months
theve has been an alteration in the admin-
istrative head of the department, and a
very learned and capable man in the Pub-
lic Service bas been appoinied as Director
of Edueation. Very shortly an appoint-
ment will be made to fill the position imme-
diately below him. We hope that in the
reconstruetion of the stafl other very im-
portant appointments will he made. The
numher of teachers in all grades on the
staffs of onr primary schools is 2,132, in-
cluding 218 monitors and 172 sewing mis-
tresses, who are emploved for threc hours
weekly in country schools in eharge of a
male teacher. It is inferesting to note that
36 per cent. of the teachers are men, tha
fizures being 768 men and 1,364 women.
Tn addition, there are 28 instructors and
10 monitors in the manual training centres,
and 23 instrnctresses and four monitors in
damestic seience centres. A new domestic
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seience centre has been opened at Fair-
bridge. The Fairbridge l'arm authorities
provided the building and equipment, and
the department recently made the appoint-
ment of an instructress to take charge of
the work at that centre. The secondary
schools have a staff regularly employed
comprising’ 42 men and 35 women, while at
the technical schools there are 19 men and
16 women, There has been a definite in-
crease In the number of assisted schools
at vemote centres. The schools are subsi-
dised by the Government, and that has re-
sulted in 63 teachers being thus engaged.
Where the number of children do net
exceed cight, the Government provide a
teacher if the parents of the children make

available accommedation for the school-
house, The increased facilities provided

ihrough our system of secondary edueaf.on
are reflected in the calibre of candidates
for admission to the profession. There 1s
a wonderful improvement in that direction,
and the pereentage of unclassified teachers
has been reduced from 20.8 in 1921, to less
tian 10 now. The re-opening of the Teach-
ers’ College at Claremont was a definite
advance and the nomber of students has
gradually increased to meet the require-
ments of the department. There are 90
students at present for whom places will
be found when the schools re-open in Feb-
ruary of next year. An interesiing point
also is that the number of female teachers
who resign for the purpose of marriage has
rcached normality, and the department
experiences no diffieulty in offering appoint-
ments to Teachers’ College students, With
reference to the marriage of our female
teachers, bearing in mind that the number
of female teachers so predominates, it is a
wonderful thing that in our country centres
particularly the influence wielded by the
women teachers over the whole populace
is such that their whole lives are affected
by reason of the teachers being in their
midst. Teachers of the ealibre of the
girls whe are going out to the coun-
try centres are such that they wicld

a greal influence, and 1 am pleased
to know that many of them are liv-
ing in the country after marriage. Tt is a

splendid thing that in the lives of the people
of some remote distriets the teacher really
sets the standard. T desire to make a brief
reference to the correspondence classes an<]
at the outset would point out that the work
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in that direction is Amustralia’s eontribufion
to the educational systems of the world. [t
is remarkable to think that sueh n system
emanated from within Australia not merely
beeause it is so suited to cur unusual con-
ditions and requivements, but because it is
a syvstern that cavnot be faulted. Tt is a
wonderful tribute to those in charge of the
correspondence elasses that students wha
have taken the course, although they bave
never seen the inside of a sehoolroom, have
even graduated, although they were not pro-
vided with many of the facilities that in the
past were eonsidered necessary to complete
the edueation of a ¢hild. Regarding mannal
training work, the building at East Perth will
provide for domestic economy requirements,
and four additional rooms will be avail-
able for that parpese. It is loped that at
least two rooms at the present Perth Girls'
School in James-street will be available for
manual training as soon as the East Perth
gehool is ready to accommodate its quota of
girls. In connection with buildings, the total
number now is 870, and the expenditure on
buitdings has inereased this year to £67,000
from £10,000 that was provided for the pre-
vious year. That is certainly a great achieve-
ment within 12 months.

Mr. J. I Smith: A lot of that expendi-
ture would be on the girls' school.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, £14,000 only. On repairs and renewals
there was spent £35,621, while new bujld-
ing extensions and the Perth Girls' School
cost £14,904 Therefore it is not correet to
say that most of that moncy was spent on
the Perth Girls’ School. Eight new schools
were erected during the year, seven of them
being in country districts. Six sehoels which
were previously closed were transferred to
other centres. Ten new eclassrooms and two
additional sets of teachers' quarters were
erceted to provide additional accommodation
at overcrowded schools. That is the diree-
tion in which we were hoping to make fur-
ther improvements, but of course aeain
limitations were imposed by the finances,
and we had to restriet our programme. I
should like to refer to a statement made hy
Mr. Doney on the Address-in-reply. He
expressed doubts regarding the need for a
new girls’ school at East Perth and ques-
tioned whether it was needed as urgently’
as were a hundred small sehools that he
could name in farming districts, with par-
ticular reference to Toolibin and Dardadine.
The conditions for small schools are that for
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an average aitendance of 10 the department
provides the building, and for an average
attendance of eight, applicants are required
lo provide the building and the department
supplies the teacher, furniture, stock, ete.
What is the truth in that regard? Is it that
100 small schools are more urgenily needed
than the school at East Perth? Definitely
not. Not one small countrv sehool was
closed even in the depths of the depression
if the minimum attendance was maintained
or was likely to be maintained. Nor was any
application refused if tbe conditions were
fulfilled.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Within the three-
mile limit; I c¢an give yon instances.

The MINESTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It was suoffieiently extravagant language on
the part of the hon. member who said that
100 schools in the country could he named,
all of which were urgently needed. Owing
to settlers leaving farms, some few schools
were closed because the minimum attendanve
fell; but in most instances. especially
where there was a building, assisted schools
were established. The increases in these
sehools are shown by the following numbers:
—1Tn 1929, 29, in 1930, 37; in 1931, 55; in
1932, 64; in 1933, 67, and in 1934, 7¢. Tn
both cases quoted by the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin, there were insufficient
children to warrant the opening of a school,
but the department agreed to supply a
teacher if the parents provided the building.
At Toolibin £35 was granted by the de-
partent to assist, A school was erected and
opened but was found to be unsatisfactory
and it required another £25 to make it meet
requirements, The parents were informed
that they wonld have to make the huilding
safe at their own expense. At Dardadine the
parents erected the building and the school
was opened. In addition, certain allowances
are made for driving children to school. To
cnable children in the couniry fo reach
schools an allowance not exceeding 6d. per
day is paid for each child in cases where
the children are eonveyved to school by horse,
or 6d. a week when a bicycle is used. In
addition, contracts are let for driving child-
ren to school by charabane, This eourse does
away with the neecessity of erecting a num-
ber of small schools. At the present time
there are 23 such coniracts in operation.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: All this is very
much appreciated.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No fewer than 3,403 children take advantage
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of these conditions. There are 2,647 child-
ren who use private convevances, 121 who
uze hicyeles, and 635 who are driven by
charabane, The cost of these allowances
during the year 1934-35 amounted to, ordin-
ary £10,130 and charabane £5,574, a total
of £15,705. In connection with the eurrica-
lam it is the intention of the department
to print the revised curriculum which has
been on trial in schools for over a year. It
was compiled by committees consisting of in-
spectors and teachers, and it is hoped it will
offer opportunities to develop the potentiali-
ties of each individual child in harmony with
kis own best interests, It is not a hard and
fast State-wide curriculum to be stamped
down on individual distriets, regardless of
their particular needs of edueational aspir-
ations. It provides for a certain hasic core
of eommon learning essential to domestie
well-being in the interests of a common sys-
tem of edueation, and in this respect only is
it to be set up and deflinitely preseribed for
all. Hand work is stressed throughout the
eurricelum.  An additional manoal training
centre has been built at Vietoria Park, and
the Fairbridge Farm sehool authorities have
built and equipped a centre there. The
department has supplied the teacher. In-
terest in the course of domestic economy for
girls is well maintained, and the four new
rooms being provided for in the new girls’
school at East Perth should relieve the situ-
ation considerably. The present Government
are interested in all forms of technica] edu-
cation and manual activities, even from the
lowest grade in the primary schools to the
senior e¢lasses at the technical college, In
connection with technieal education, under
this branch are ineluded the Perth Technical
College and the technieal schools at Fre-
mantle, Midland Junction and eastern gold-
fields (Boulder). The School of Mines at
Kalgoerlie is not included in the technieal
edueation branch although the Superinten-
dent of Technical Education has also the
administrative contro] of the institution in
order to co-ordinate the work dome at the
Technical College and the School of Mines
and the classification of the staffs. The
average nnmber of individual students at
the technical schools in 1934 was 4,081. The
average number for the past four years was
4,142, The number of registered trade ap-
prentices attending the compulsory classes
in 1934 decreased by 121, 98 at Perth and
23 at Midland Junetion. The decrease of
building frade apprentices at Perth Tech-
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nical College was 53 compared with the 1933
figures, The preparatory elass enrolment of
individuals was 357, an inecrease of 177.
The self-supporting elasses, which are in-
ereasing, had 618 individual students. There
are 50 classes in operation. There is great
inerease being shown in the self-supporting
classes and good work is being done in this
direction. New classes under this scheme
were commenced as  follows:—Postal
mechanies, Commonwealth typists, insurance
institute, cookery, aero (Boulder), wood-
working  (Boulder), nurses (correspon-
dence), and art (ecorrespondence). A cer-
tain amount of ecorrespoudence work was
done under the self-supporting scheme,
but a comprehensive scheme is needed
for coumtry hoys and girls past
the deparimental correspondence stage.
The aceommodation is inadequate, up
to 400 students having to attend the Perth
Boys’' School during evenings on aecount aof
lack of aceommodation. The overerowding
is responsible for the big fall away during
the year. Little modern equipment is avail-
able for the elass work. The fecs to which
reference was made in the Address-in-reply
ave as follows:—Students under 21 receive
free tnition on payment of a registration
fee of 5s.; free students pay 10s. per term
laboratory fee in higher grade chemistry
and physies. Commercial students pay a fee
of As. per term for iypewriting. Students,
21 years and over pay fees from 10s. to
40s. per term, the former fees generally for
the two-hour ¢lass in lower grade conmner-
¢ial and general work, and the latter for
‘high-grade work in ehemistry up to 12 hours
a week. The Minister may cxempt any
student from the payment of fees. Regard-
ing self-supporting fees, these are eharged
in elasses which could not be earricd on
otherwise owing to want of funds The fees
are fixed aceording to the costs of the elass
work, and all students who attend must pay.
The accommodation requirements are at pre-
gent met at Fremantle and Boulder, but
Perth and Midland Junction require more
accommodation. The seience equipment at
the Perth Technical College has been out
of date for vears. The engineering depart-
ment, ineluding electrical engineering, has
few laboratorv facilities. No department
can procure texthooks.  Classwork exten-
sions are needed to eope with the ever-chang-
ing eonditions of industry. T should like to
pay a tribute to the work of all those en-
gaged in this very valuable department and
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I hope that, with the relief the Government
have been able to afford, there will be & gen-
eral settling down and thal a better out-
look will prevail than has been the case in
the past. The greatest co-operation exists
between those on the administrative side of
the department and those actively engaged
in the schools in the metropolitan area and
rural distriets. I submit the Estimates.

&

MR, MANN (Beverley) [8.45]: In intro-
ducing these Estimates, the Minister must
feel proud of his department. Ewery hon.
member will agree that the Government
made a wise choice in the person of the pre-
sent Director of Education. I listened witl
great interest to the Minister’'s remarks, and
I appreciate what the departnient have done.
However, I regret that therc is not mere
money available for additional sehools in
eonntry areas. One point I wish to stress
is the wonderful activity at the Narrogin
Sehool of Agriculture. In referring to that
sehool I do not wish to o over the head of
the member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
Doney); but when one is personally inter-
ested in an institution, it has a special ap-
peal. I have a son attending the Narrogin
school. It is a pity that additional funds
cannot be made available for extensions of
buildings, partieularly sheds. An assemb-
ling shed is badly needed at the school—n
place where the boys could do the assembling
of machinery generally. At present no
accommodation whatever cxists for that pur-
pose. When one visits the Muresk Schonl
of Agriculture, the comparison is most strik-
ing. Mr. Shugg has proved himself a man
of outstanding ability in the eonduct of the
school. Not long ago two members of the
New South Wales Parliament—Country
Party representatives—came to Western
Australia to investigate our land policy, and
toured the South-West in company with the
member for Irwin-Moore (Hon. P, D. Fer-
guson}. I met the party at Beverley, and
both gentlemen said that as a result of their
experience throughout the whole of Aus-
tralia they considered the Narrogin School
of Agrieulture afforded the highest type of
education.

Hon. P. 1. Ferguson:
school stood on its own.

Mr. MANN: We may justly be prond of
the institution. A boy does not go to such
a school so mueh for the scientific side as
Eor the practical course. While not deerying
Muresk, I may say that many of the young

They said that
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men to-day on the Jand atiribute their pre-
tence there less to instruction in the seienti-
fic side of larming than to instruetion on
ihe prarctical side. As a farmer I am con-
vinced that praetical experience in all
branches of tarming is obtainable at Narro-
gin. | pay that tribute to the school, and
express the hope that the Minister will if
possible make more money available so that
a larger number of boys may attend the
school.  To-day the attendance is 70, and I
understand that last vear 40 applieations
were turned down. There are wonderful pos-
gibilities at the school. There is another
aspect on which I desire to congratulate the
Edneation Department.  The Minister re-
ferred in feeling terms to the system of cor-
respondence elasses. Of that system we
have every reason to be proud. My own

childven spent their first years on the
farm under the system of correspond-
ence classes, which are a wonderful

method of education. The girls who have
been selected to condunct the svstemn may be
deseribed as marvellons. Their corrections
and suggestions to the papils are admirable.
Many a country child would have no pos-
sibility of obtaining an edncation were it
not for the correspondence classes.  Cer-
tainly, in many cases the system is hard oun
mothers, whe have enough work in domestie
life. Still, mothers do make saerifices to
bhelp in the education of their ebildren. 1
feel proud of our Education Departinent.
Whenever T go to the departient to diseuss
matters with the officers, every possible con-
sideration and aid are given. If more money
can by any possibility be allocated to the
Narrogin farm sehool, I hope it will be done.
That institution has a great and excelent
influence on hoyxs intending to adopt farm
life,

MR. WARNER (Mt Marshall) [8.51]:
I paid close attention to the Minister’s in-
troduciion of these Estimates, It was most
pleasing to hear his exposition of them.
There are, however, a few things I wish
to comment uwpon. Chiefly, there is the
ingonvenience caused to country children
attending school in connection with trans-
port and matters appertaining to eomfort
while in the school. The Minister stated
that 121 children were receiving the allow-
ance of 6d. per week for travelling on
bicyeles. That allowance should be doubled.
In many instanees parents who have hought
bicycles because thay are unable to keep a
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eart or a sulky, in view of had seasons,
have made the purchase on time payment,
and find it highly inconvenient to keep up
the payments although the terms are rea-
sonable. Could not the Minister deuble the
allowanee of 6d. per week? The bicycles
represent a heavy cost to the parents. Much
time has to be put in to keep the machines
in repair, and in the country during sum-
mer the perishing of rubber means consid-
crable expense. Tn addition, tubes and so
forth have to be replaced. The system of
relegating serapped furniture from metro-
politan schools to the counfry -centres
should be abolished. JMany desks in coun-
try schools should be scrapped. As regards
many of them in schools thronghout my
distriet, T assert that they should never
have been used at all. Children six or eight
vears old, and growing as Anstralian chil-
dren should, develop a hump on the back
after two years of sitting at those desks,
That remark applies to my distriet, and I
hope the evil will be remedied straight-
away. I suggest to the Minister that he
ohtain a report from country inspectors
on the question of serapping furniture in
country schools. Xany applications have
been made for shelter sheds, and turned
down on the ground that funds are not
available. In the country there are not
the conveniences and eomforts and trav-
elling facilities available in the metropoli-
tan area. Reasonable shelter sheds should
be provided to cnable country children te
eat their mid-day meal in comfort. T hope
the Minister will eall for files showing
applications for shelter sheds in towns and
small centres of the wheat belt, where
there are assisted and other schools. I
hope the hon. gentleman will endeavour to
provide that little comfort for the eountry
children.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.55]: As the
result of the Youth and Motherhood Cam-
paign we shall have to deeide the question
whether or not the school age should be
raised. In many countries it has been raised
to 16 years, and a great proportion of our
people are of the opinion that the age
should be raised here where possible. I
know there are economic difficulties in the
way of this proposal, but these difficultics
affect every problem. T trust the matter
will receive consideration from the Govern-
ment, especially if a strong report on the
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subject comes in from the Youth and
Motherhood Campaign committee, as I
hope. The Minister for Education and his
new Director are placed in a difficult posi-
tion with regard to amending the whole
basis of eduecaiion to meet the times in
which we live. It is even more diffienlt for
the FEducation Department than for any
other form of activity, because the depart.
ment deals not with the next few months
but must prepare for changes extending
over four or five years. I appreciate the
difliculty facing the department. There is
also the question of dealing with the new
training for leisure. Al these problems
are ripe for the department, and T feel
sure the Director of Edueation is closely
considering them. It is quite certain that
whatever has obtained during the past 5U
years will not apply within the next few
vears. A great many changes must be
expected, and the Edueation Department
have to keep pace with altering conditions.
One often hears parents say that at school
their children are not trained in any way
to meet the problems of the time, problems
which they will have to face after leaving
school. Looking at the position from an-
other angle, a great problem confrontinz
the department is the degree of efferves-
cence characterising Anstralian youth.
During the holidays one sees hundreds of
broken bottles scattered all over suhurban
roads or thrown into the sea. Youths are
even known to ringhark the beautiful pines
which have taken 20 or 30 years to grow
to their present height, and the municipali-
ties have tbeen compelled to send round
gardeners to rescue the treces. Can it he
said that with the years and years of edu-
cation we are giving our youth it is not
possible to guide or train that effervescence
into better directions than the ringbarking
of Dbeautiful trees and the throwing of
bottles all over the street, and vandalism
of all kinds? T may add that T have heard
of similar conduct in King’s Park. Thus
the Edueation Department have a great
problem to solve. There is mueh talk of
training for leisure. Herg we bave leisure
that needs training in order to prevent that
kind of conduet. As for the bottles that
wet into the sea, Nature is kind and quickly
smoothes the jagged edges until they are
like wood. However, our youth as a whole
are cerfainly out of hand, and we must
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look tu the Bdueation Department to devise
meuns of guiding them in these times,

AMr. Marshall:  Would not yua have
chopped a little tree when vou were younz?

Mr, NORTII: But theze Lellows are not so
young. They are the produet of the vduca-
tional system. The thivd matter to which
I wonld refer is aiready receiving attention
at the Department of Edueation, but that
attention could certainly be increased. I
refer to the question of educaling our ehil-
dren in regurd to hygiene and their physical
fitness and their diet. This is particularly
imporiant, becauge we have Mr. Bruce at
Home seeking lo edneate the people of
Furope np to the eating of better foed and
the living of better lives. JMr. Bruee is
fakingz the responsibility on himselt of try-
ing to educate those people, but it leaves us
open to the retort that people living in glass
houses shonld not throw stones, because
there is in this country great room for the
tuition of children in regard to hygiene.
physical fitness, and diet. 1 believe that in
this direction Western Australia leads the
other States, but I say that even more atten-
tion can be given to these important sub-
jects here in Western Australia than has
been given to them in the past.

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [9.2]: The Min-
ister had a pleasing and heartening story
to tell, and one which I believe gave pleasure
ta all of us who were present. It is gratify-
ing to know that the trouble that oceurred
with the teachers some time ago has been
happily settled, and that the work which
those teachers did—I refer to work per-
formed outside their ordinary hours—is
being resumed. As a matter of faet, owr
teachers provide an example of enthusiasm
which would be very hard, if not impossible,
to beat. The teachers almost without exeep-
tion are keenly concerned in their work, and
I am satisfied that, whatever they may be
paid, they receive 4 satisfaction quite
beyond monetary value. Tt was pleasing to
all Western Australians when one of the
senior officers in the department was ap-
pointed {o the powition of Director. I ap-
plaud the policy which sees in junier ofticers
the making of qualified senior officers, and
in senior offieers fit material for the highest
posts.  That policy shonld be adopted gener-
ally. [ know it is adopted in the appoint-
ment  of successive railway commissioners,
and I have never seen an error made in that
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regard Without gong back beyond Colonel
Pope, Mr. Evans and Mr. Ellis, no one can
dispute that sjuceessive Governments have
made wise sclections. | am zatistied that
the same wisdom has now heen shown in the
appointment of the Director of Education.
Reverting to the work done by the teachers,
it is indeed surprising to find how excep-
tionally Keen they are on their task, how ex-
ceptionally anxions they are to assist the
children in avenues quite outside the ordin-
ary eurriculum. T refer to the various ap-
plied arts and exhibitions of draw-
ing and painting. Their work in that way
nmust be gratifyving not only to the Minister
but te everyone taking the slichtest interest
in the work. The correspondence classes
have enabled children in outhack distriets to
receive an eduecation whieh otherwise would
have been impossible. And I find that the
parents become just as keen on these lessons
as do the children. and I believe that parents
and children are brought closer together he-
cause of that work. The exhibition of work
done by the correspondence classes, as shown
at the Royal Show each year, is one of the
most remarkable examples of what children
can do. A suggestion has been made in re-
gard to the Youth Appeal. T am nof quite
sure what Mr. Kenncally intends in respeet
to the expenditure of the moneys raised, but
it might possibly be that the provision of
better school furniture, referred to by
the member for Mt. Marshall (Mr. Warner),
will receive consideration. I should imagine
that furniture, which is construeted to con-
form to the health requirements of a echild
and the avoidance of an unnatural attitude,
would be in the best interests of the youth
and perhaps would prevent the undermining
of a constitution which otherwise might he
injured throughout life. XNow I hope, Mr.
Chairman, you will pardon me for referring
to electorate matters. One is the need for
a school at Kenwick, which is on the boun-
dary of the Swan and Canning electorates,
Combined, the number of children there is
considerable.

Mr. Lambert: I wanted a school for Bulla-
hulling,

Mr. SAMPSOXN: I am prepared to assist
to provide a =choel for the hon. member
himself. Children in the loeality of Ken-
wick have to travel up to a distance of thres
miles in order lo attend an existing school.
No doubt the Minister has the matter under
consideration.
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Mr. Coverley: Some children have to
trave! farther than that in the North.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: Still, three miles is a
long way for a yvoung child to travel. Muny
years ago, when Mr. Clydesdale was a mem-
ber of this House, we took up this matter
together, but at that time there was searcely
sufficient justification in point of number of
children for the proposed schiool. To-day
that condition has greatly improved, An-
other matter relaies to those very small
centres where the sehool is the only building
of a public or a semi-public nature, and
where there is neither hall nor chureh, and
no private building suitable for the holding
of a religious service. It is there ¢ustomary
for representatives of the various religions
organisations to hold a church service in the
school. I know that the renlal charged,
namely, 2s. 6d., is very small, but compared
with the financial ability of the people, it is
a large sum, the pavment of which causes
a good deal of anxiety. We can quite under-
stand that wheve the small school is in one
building and the settlers are seattered long
distances apart, many of them struggling to
remain on their holdings, they have literally
not a penny to spare. The request I am
making to the Minister is that consideration
be given to those religious hodies who are
unable te afford even the small sum of 2s. 6d.
Y could mention three places where the pay-
ment of that amount constitutes a serious
problem.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Do not they take round
the collection plate?

Mr. SAMPSON: Tt is no use taking
around a collection plate if there is no
money whatever in the congregation. I hope
the Minister will be good enough to give
consideration to this maiter. I can assure
him that in some instances the payment of
the 2s. 6d. has prevented the regular holding
of religious services.

MR. J, H. SMITH (Nelson) [9.12]: I
was pleased to find that there is an increase
in the Voie this year. IFor several vears
past the Vote has heen well below normal.
Even yet we have not got back to normal,
and 1 eannot give the (iovernment any
praise on account of the economic position
having improved a littie. We are not yvet
within £100,000 of the figures for 1929-
30, but I trust we shall get back there in
the near future. This is a department in
regard to which the Treasurer has been
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particularly generous. The Minister, in
introducing his Estimates, said that in no
instance where application is made for a
school and where there are ten children
available, had the department refused to
build a school, and that where eight chil-
dren were available, if the parents built
the school, the department would find
teachers., In view of this T am going to
interview the department first thing in the
morning and ask for a school, the original
application for which went in a consider-
able time ago. I have great respeet for the
Director of Eduecation, and I think his
appointment was a good onc. Whenever
one goes to that department he receives
courtesy from whichever officer he may
chance to meet. The Education Department
in Western Australia is something to he
proud of. What we require is a mueh hig-
ger vote, bigger to the extent of £300,000
or £400,000. The member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. Doney) said that in the
outback there were 100 places he could
niention where schools were reqmired. I
am not going to say that, but I say that
many schools in country distriets have
been neglected. Of course we had the de-
pression to blame for it. And in those
outback areas no provision has been made
for the teachers.

The Minister for Fducation: That will
mean another £300,000.

Mr., J. H. SMITH: Yes, it will require
a great deal of money to bring up to stan-
dard the education faeilities in Western
Australia. It is a deparfment with which
the (Government eannot afford to be stingy.
Like the member for Swan I intend to be a
little parochial and inform the Minister
of what is happening in my district. A few
years ago the then Minister for Edueation
(the late Mr. Davy) approved of a new
school on a different site at Manjimup.
The area oceupied by the school was
handed over to the Lands Department, sub-
divided and portion of it was sold. We
still have the old school on part of the
original site, and one new c¢lassroom has
heen built on the new site. The Govern-
ment have not had the money with whieh
to complete the new building. I hope the
Minister for Edueation will see that the
new building is provided out of this year’s
Vote. The proceeds from the land sold, T
believe, were sufficient to build the new
school. This is a growing want in the dis-
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trict. Manjimup is a populous district,
and it is not fair to tbe people to have one
part of the school 300 or 400 Fards from
another. Another long-felt want of iy
district is a high sehool at Bridgetown.
There is one at Bunbury, but it does not
serve the purpese. As the Premier and
the Minister know, Bridgetown is the most
important centre, being fed by the Upper
Blackwood, Manjimup, Greenbushes and
Balingup distriets. I compliment the Min-
ister on his winning ways in having suc-
cegded in getting an inerease of £52,000 this
year, and I hope that next year he will he
able to persuade the Premier to increase
the vote of the Department by £300,000 or
£400,000, because this is one of the most
important votes on the Estimates.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [9.17]: There
are so many requirements in my district that
I am afraid to enumerate them all. T should
need nearly the whole of the increase to
supply everything that is really rvequired.
I appreciate the faet that during the year
the department saw fit to erast a new
mannal training room at Victoria Park.
That will be keenly appreciated by those
concerned. Children of that one school will
gave £5 per week in tram fares, so members
will realise that the new room is appreciated.

Mr. Sampson: Perhaps the Minisier for
Railways will net.

Mr CROSS: Immediate steps shauld be
taken to erect & manual training room for
girls in South Perth at either the Forrest-
street or Kensington-street school, so that
travel to

they will no longer need to
the ecitv. A number of schools would
supply  suffieient pupils and there has

been a demand for houscwifery classes for
girls at Sonth Perth. Such a room would
serve Como, and the Forrest-street and Ken-
sington-street schools, as  well as the lower
end of Vietoria Park district. A site should
be secured for a ecentral school in South
Perth. I think I directed attention to this
matter on a previous occasion. At South
Perth and Nedlands, at no very distant date,
[ believe that ecentral schools will be re-
quired, and if the rate of building
at  South Perth continues, unless the
department  secure a  site soon, they
will have to pay a fancy price for
land. It would be wise to socure a
gite while suitable land is available. Re-
garding central schools, the Minister should
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zive attention to a matter that has been
brought before him or his predecessors on
several oecasions during the last two or three
years, Children who are compelled to at-
tend centrai sehools in the metropolitan area
and to travel by tram have to pay their own
fares whereas children fortunate enough to
reside near the railway are given free trans-
pori. A child in my electorate won a scho-
larship, 1f she had lived at Kalamunda or
in one of the country distrieis she would he
entitled to a living allowance of £24 a year.
The child’s parents are invalids, living on
the ‘invalid pension, and there are other
members of the family. The girl has just
turned 14, and unless special effort is made
to get outside the existing regulations, the
child will be compelled to give up the scholav-
ship owing to the poor eircumstances of the
family. Represcntations have heen made to
the department, and J hope the Minister will
strain a point to make a living allowance
available to that child so that she may take
advantage of what she has won in open com-
petition with other children. During the
last vear or two quite a number of schools
in the metropolitan area have installed wire-
less sets. This is to the advantage of the
Edueation Department because, on certain
days of the week, the department have made
arrangements with broadeasting authorities
to have snitable lectures hroadeast to the
children. Those lectures are of great benefit
to the children and are keenly appreciated.
One must compliment the Parents and
Teachers’ Associations who have provided
sets for many of the schools in the metro-
politan area. In this direction I think the
department could give some assistance to the
smaller schools in poorer distriets where it
has not been possible to take advantage of
the arrangements made by the department.
In the schools in South Perth and in Vietoria
Park sets have been installed, but some of
the smaller schools like those at Queen’s
Park, Cannington, East Cannington and
Wattle Grove cannot afford sets. Those are
poor communities, and assistance should be
given so that the children attending those
schools might have the benefit of the lec-
fures. I wish to direct the Minister’s atten-
fion to the matfer of school quarters. Some
of the headmasters in my electorate are com-
pelled to live in the quarters, while others
do not do so. I bave a grouch about the
schogl quarters at Queen’s Park.
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Mr. Lambert: Some of the teachers in my
districts are living in tents.

My, CROSS: Perhaps they are fortunate.
In Queen’s Park the average rent paid for
a house is around 13s. a week The school-
master could get cheaper quarters, but ke
is compelled to occupy the school quarters
and pay £1 a week. My attention has been
called to this matter, not by the master, hut
Iy residents who desive to have the master
residing in the district where a Parents and
Teachers’ Association has been formed.
Some months ago we made an inspection of
the Queen’s Park school and found that some
of the posts of the enclosing fence had
rotted off while others had heen burnt down.
A small smn was asked for to enable repairs
to be made, but so far no satisfoction has
heen obtained from the department. My
information is that the Treasury refuse to
grant anything towards repairing the fence.
Members of the Parents and Teachers’ Asso-
cintion are endeavouring to heautify the
school grounds, but their efforts are being
nullified by the depredations of straying
cattle.  The department should see that at
least a stoek-proof fence is erected. Quite
a number of posts in the hack and side
fences have gone, and there is hardly any
wire-netting left. There are many other re-
quirements in my distriect. T hope that a
new school will soon be built at Mt. Henry.
If the work is not soon put in hand, instead
of having to build one room, two rooms will
be rcquired. In the next 12 months there
will be a demand from that distriet for an
additional room. I hope the requests which
have heen submitted to the department will
receive the consideration of the Minister.
It appears o be the practice of the Educa-
tion Department, when a new room is added
to a school, to build it on the gravelled area.
When a room ocenpying 800 square feet of
gravelled area is erected, an equivalent piece
of the school ground is not gravelled for
the use of the children.

My, Marshall: That comes
Public Works Department,

Mr. CROSS: Perhaps so, but I should
like the Minister to give consideration to the
matter., The masters desire the gravelled
area in order to drill the children, and it
is only fair that a reasonable area should
be available. A lot of work has been done
for the schools in my distriet, but I regard
it as only a first instalment and hope the
work will he continued.

under the
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MB. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[9:29]: Tt is not my purpose to enter into
details of the many sehool facilities required
in my distriet. It is certainly not my pur-
pose to suggest that we should shift the
University to Coolgardie or establish a tech-
nical school at Southern Cross, or erect
schools at  Bullabulling or  other
places that probably require them.
My desire is to address myself to a
very important matter, namely, the re-
sult of the Youth Appeal in this State.
I hope the Minister will give serious con-
sideration to the utilisation of the money
that has been subseribed, for the provision
of buildings for recreation for boys. I speak
of gynasiums, etc., at the different schools.
We lack provision of that kind such as the
boy scouts and sea seouts are endeavouring
to cater for, A greaf advantage would acerue
to the boys if they were provided with
healthful recreations in the evening instead
of being left to get into mischief and roam
the streets. The boy of to-day has nowhere
to go, and is usually restless in mind. Under
proper direction he would soon become in-
terested in a form of recreation such as 1
have deseribed. This appeal money could
well be used for the erection of suitable
buildings and equipping such buildings with
the necessary appliances. With a number
of useful citizens to take an inferest in the
boys and show them what to do, much good
could be accomplished. It is remarkable the
amount of good werk that is being doune in
England, in the country distriets as well as
in London, particularly amongst the unem-
ployed and unemployahle lads. If we could
do something along those lines it would help
the boys who are to become our future eiti-
zens and would be very good for them. I
notice a eonsiderable increase in this Vote.
It has been suggested there ought fo be a
cloge serntiny of the expenditure, partien-
larly as there is an inereased expendifure
estimated for the current year of £50,000.
If a close serufiny of the Vote were made,
it is possible that considerable economy could
be effected, without decreasing the efficiency
of our educational system. I hope the Min-
ister will consider the advisability of build-
ing recreation and gymnasium rooms at the
different schools thronghout the State. The
member for Canning complained about child-
ren having to walk about two or three miles
to school. In my district children often
travel 15 or 20 miles. Some of them are
away from home for 13 or 14 hours every
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day. Mueh good could he achieved in the
way of beautifying the school grounds by a
closer co-operation between the Education
Department and the Forests Department, as.
a result of which many beautiful shrubs and
trees could be planted in the school grounds.
Almost every school ground in the metro-
politan area is a disgrace from this point.
of view, despite the fact that thousands of
suitable trees and shrubs are available in
the nurseries of the Forests Department.

Mr. Moloney: You would not say that if’
you looked at the Thomas-street school.

Mr. LAMBERT: I did not know the hon.
member had been planting trees there lately.
Most of the school grounds are bare. The
children would take a pride in looking after
their trees and shrubs, and this would prob-
ably minimise the destructive instincts that
were referred to by the member for Clare-
mont. The young Aunstralian loves to get
hold of a pen-knife and ring-bark a tree.
If a love of trees and shrubs were incul-
cated in his mind by reason of his being de-
tailed to look after certain trees in his own
grounds, he would have a bebter conscious~
ness of his duties as a citizen. He would
certainly not be so destructive as the boys
in Cottesloe appear to be. The Conservator
of Forests is an enthusiast in matters of this
kind, and I am sure would help the Min-
ister to carry out such a project, We could
have a State-wide eampaign for the planting
of trees and shrubs at all the main schools.
The school at Cottesloe has no shrubs or
trees around it, and the same can he said
of the James-street schoo! and most of the
suburhan sehools. T do not see why the prin-
¢iple should not be extended to Tose beds
and other flower heds.

Mr. North: Such as we see on railway
sbations.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. Instead of ehild-
ren engaging in a lot of useless play, thev
could have ineulcated in their minds a love
of the beauties of nature and the value of
flowers, shrubs and trees. In this way our
school grounds both in town and country
would be beantified and a strong appeal
made {o the minds of the youngsters aitend-
ing schoal.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [9.40]:
T wish to refer to one statement made by
the Minister. I have tried to get a sehool
started at Culgullin, a mining eenfre in my
electorate where at preseni there are eight
children requiring tuition, I have had two
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replies from the department to the effect
that where there are fewer than 10 children
available the only form of education open to
them is by correspondence,

The Minister for Agriculture:
assisted school,

Mr. MARSHALL: I was not offered any
assisted school, and, even if the people pro-
vided the school, the department did not
offer a teacher. The hrighter aspect of each
department is generally placed by Ministers
before members.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: I think vou are
wrong.

Mr. MARSHALL: T am not wrong in
stating that I had those iwo replies from the
department. Statements are made by Minis-
ters in good faith. The Minister for Aines
said that single men could get 15s. n week
to go prospecting. That is true, hut many
applications are rejected. We should know
both sides of the case, My application was
rejected, althowgh the Minister said this
evening that, if the people provided the
school, the department wounld supply the
teacher where there were fewer than 10
children.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is de-
finite,

Mr. MARSHALL: I hope the Minister
will look into the case. I am not asking for
more than is being asked for in other in-
stances of the kind.

The Minister for Agriculture: They ean
get a teacher.

Alr. MARSHALL: Reference was made fo
raising the age at which ehildven should leave
school. There is nothing to prevent a child
from continuing his edueation bevond the
age of 14, unless it be lack of accommoda-
tion, efe. If it were compulsory for a child
to eontinue at school after the age of 14,
the Government would have to consider mak-
ing provisions for books for sueh children. I
know of scores of pareats who would allow
their children to stay on but for the cost
of the books. As the father of five children
I assure members that it takes a fair sum
each year {o provide the necessary hooks.
We talk of a free education system. It is
of the utmost importance to children that
instead of starting school at the age of six
and leaving at 14 they should start at 10
and finish at 18. Childven do not begin to
appreciate the value of education until they
are at least 14, They are like parrots prior
to that age, repeating what they have been

Or an
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taught. They have no idea of the value of
the studies they are engaged in. When they
do reach the age where they can show an
appreciation of the value of the teaching
and can understand the advantage of learn-
ing we throw them out into the world.
It is & very eruel world into which they are
thrown at the moment. I still believe that the
Education Department would be well advised
if during the last 12 months the child is
at school the system were adopted of de-
voting a few minutes each day to object-
lessons indicating the evil effeets of over-
indulgence in gambling, drinking and smok-
ing. I meniioned this matter recently, and
merely desire to emphasise 1t now. Chil-
dren leave school without any idea as to
the harmful effeets of over-indulgence in
these vices, and so they are not fortified
with the necessary information to safe-
guard themselves against these objection-
able features of our everyday life. If
daily ohject-lessons were given in the
schools during the last 12 months of the
children’s attendance, they would at least
have some knowledge of the cffect of over-
indulgence. What is the good of giving
children a teehnical edueation enabling
them to provide themselves with a hveli-
lood, when all their earnings may be spent
on gambhling, drink and smoking to excess?

Mr, Rodoreda: Why should not the par-
ents uive the children lessons in that re-
spect ¥

Mr. MARSHALL: The Education De-
partment is being called upon more and
more to do much that the pavents them-
gelves should carry out. Responsibilities
are being thrnst on the departiment, where-
as the homes should uccept those responsi-
bilities. .

The Premier: .\nd perhaps not much is
done in some homes.

Mr. MARSHALL: TUnfortunately, I
think the Premier is right. My own chil-
dren have not been able to show me that
in the elementary schools any lessons have
been given regarding the evil effects of
the vices mentioned, Probahly the Minis-
ter could see the Director of Edueation and
aseertain what could be done along the
lines I have suggested. Even if a hundred
per cent. suceess were not achieved, we
would at least have the satisfaction of
knowing that our educational system pro-
vided the children with a chance,
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Mr. Moloney: What about the Sunday
schools and churches?

Mr. MARSHALL: Attendance af Sundax
school or church is not compulsory, That
is where we missed a great opportunity. If
we made it compulsory for the children to
attend Sunday school and church

Member: We would have a riot.

Mr, MARSHALL: We teach the children
how to provide themselves with a liveli-
hood, but fail to educate them regarding
the ill effeets of over-induigence in viges.
Therefore we assist them fo earn correetly,
but to spend their earnings wrongfully.
Something should be done to remedy that
position.

MR. THOBRN (Tocdyay) [9.50]: It is
pleasing to note that there is a substantial
inerease in the Education Vote, and pos-
sibly we would not exaggerate the position
if we said it was necessary to double it.
The finaneial situation will not permit of
that being done, but the increase certainiy
indicates an improvement in the finances.
The officers of the Education Department are
always very courteons, and during the past
three years my interviews with them have
always proved conversationally pleasant,
but financially sterilee T made applica-
tion to the department this year to have
the school ground at Herne Hill gravelled,
and suggested that the matter might he
left in the hands of the schoolmaster. My
reason for the suggestion wag that there
are gravel pits all round the school, and the
master understands local conditions. Tf he
had been provided with £10 by the depart-
ment, the school yard would have heen
gravelled and put in good erder. There is
too mueh red tape associated with such
matters. As a result of my application,
two officers of the Public Works Depart-
ment visited Herne Hill, and they re-
ported against the work being undertaken.
These visits per motor car are more or less
cosfly, and T do not think the action in
this instance was warranted. Another mat-
ter that I desire to place before the Minis-
ter is that in the Swan district sehools
provision is made to the sixth standard
only and if children are to continue their
education heyond that stage, they have to
travel to Midland Junection. People who
live beyond the three-mile limit receive a
driving allowance when they send their
children to the country schools, but the

‘tion but the best should be sufficient.
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children who travel by bus to Midland
Junetion represent a charge of 2s. 6d. per
head to the parents, who do not receive
any allowance. If several children from
one family have to travel to Midland June-
tion, it becomes an expensive maiter for
the pavents, and T contend they should be
entitled fo an allowance. I understand the
Education Department intend fo do away
with the position of the instruetor in physi-
cal culfure.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Nothing of
the sort.

Mr, THORN: I am pleased to have the
Minister’s assurance, because I heard that
the Vote was to be deleted from the Esti-
mates. Physical eulture plays a most im-
portant part in the life of the child, assist-
ing in its development and safeguarding
its health. One other matter I will refer to
is a request I made for the establishment
of a school in the distriet between Chidlows=
and Wooroloo. The department was unable
to aceede to my request. This weans that
the children have to eateh fhe frain fhat
leaves Perth at 7.38 a.m. so that they may
reach school in time. The trouhle is that
in the afternoon they have to hang around
Wooroloo until after 53 p.m. hefore they
can eateh the train baek to their homes.
The station there is about the most inhos-
pitable in the district, and parents. espeei-
aily in the winter, have to fravel in to
meet the children in order to aceompany
them home, There is a number of ¢hildren
there but the Education Department takes
the view that, there being a school at Chid-
lows and another at Wooreloo, it is not
an eeonomic proposition to grant the
school asked for, although the travelling
distance is anything up to eight or ten
miles. I hope that, with the improvement
in the Education Vote, it will be possible
to reconsider that decision.

MR, TONKIN (Nourth-East Fremantle)
[9.56] : The general tenor of the Minister’s
remarks was to the effect that the State was
doing as much for education as it eould
afford, But the question 1 put to myself
is, ean the State afford o do so little for
education? We must have more educalion,
not only more in quantity but better in qua-
lity. And we cannot in this subject he satis-
fied with makeshift or slipshod methods;

and for the people of this State no educa-
We
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constitute a democracy, and a successful de-
mocracy requires an ealightened people
Fear and repression have been tried in a
number of countries, but we pin our faith
Lo demoeracy and, if it is to be successful,
we must have a fully enlightened people. To
that end we must aim progressively to raise
the fevel of the trained and informed intelli-
wence of the community. Under the depres-
sion through which we have been passing
education, together with other matters, suf-
fered severely and tbe measure of recovery
which we bave achieved up to the present
has been achieved at a heavy cost of physi-
cal and mental development of the masses.
I helieve that as the first step to-
wards more education, we must raise the
school-leavingz age. The member for Clare-
mont (Mr. North) mentioned that and said
he supported the idea. L agree with him.
Action has already been taken in a number
of countries, and a number of counties in
_Great Britain have increased the school-leav-
ing age to 15 years, and I think we also
should take the same step. The post-primary
education which we give in this State is of
a cheap variety and is not such as we should
be satisfied with. We want a better quality
and more types of post-primary edueation,
because when children pass through the
sixth standard and go to the post-primary
sehool, it is not possible to find one course
of training which will suit them all. Quite a
number of courses are essential to meet the
various needs and aptitudes of the children.
At present we have the position that the
children of working people are for the most
part given their post-primary education at
the bigger central schools, which in no way
compares with the secondary cducation ob-
tainable at Perth Modern School. T claim
that every child in the country is entitled to
a standard of post-primary education efui-
valent to that given at the high schools. 1
repeat that the post-primary education which
the majority of the children are receiviny
is too cheap to be of much value. T realise
that one of the big difficultics under which
the department is labouring is the fact that
there is insufficient accommodation for the
classes. It is generally accepted that a elas;
of children in a primary school should not
be larger than 40. We have classes verv
much larger than that, and I 'urge first of all
that we should endeavour to provide aceom-
modation even for classes of 50. We can-
not ecome below that yet, because at pre-

.
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sent we have children accommodated in bat
rooms and in sheds that are not at all desir-
able and this state of aftfairs should be reme-
died right away. Some of the buildings, espe-
¢ially in country distticts, are obsolete and
not at all suitable for the proper education
of c¢hildren, nnd it is the proper edueation
that we arve secking, 'Those obsolete build-
nigs should be demolished and modern huild-
ings erected. Take for esample the house-
holed imanagement training given by the de-
partment. There the overerowding is lament-
able, with the vesult the work that is done is
very murh less efficient than it should be for
the expenditure of the money. Not only do
we et a less efficient ivpe of training, but
a lrze nnmber of the givls get no training
at afll. I find that last year in the metro-
politan area there were €82 girls in Class 9
who were denied the right of household man-
avement training. That is entirvely unfair.
T¢ it is vight that several hundreds should
eot  household management training in
Standard 6, then it is the right of every girl
in Standard 6 to have that training also. As
T say, in the metropolitan area last year 682
girls were denied that training and I find
that, out of a total of 3,100 girls in Stand-
ard 6 throughount the country, 1,700 had no
training in  household management. That
must mean that in country districts girls in
Standard 6 have had no houschold manage-
ment training whatever. Something should
be done to remedy that position.  The isola-
tion of children should be no bhar to their
having what we consider to be essential edu-
cation, Al steps should be taken to see
that that education is given to those children
wha are of the age to receive it. T find in
reading through the annual report that the
instructress in household management says
that even to those children who receive the
training  full justice eannot be done,
because it is desired to extend the itraining
to make it more embracing. The instrne-
tresses realize ifs value and it is not possible
to make the cxtension owing to lack of funds.
The same story ean he told of manual {rain-
ing for boyvs. The accommodation is in-
sufficient. There are not enough manual
training rooms, not enongh benches in the
rooms already provided, and there is a short-
age of tools. Last vear 2,000 boys in the
metropolitan area were denied manunal train-
ing. That is an astounding figure. Surely
something should be done to remedy the posi-
tion. T remark again that the country ehil-
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dren have practically no facilities for train-
ing of that kind. The deficiency, however,
is being made good in some measure by the
action of parents and teachers’ associations
and also of road hoards throughout the
State. The road board at Gingin has donated
henches for a manuval training room; Mil-
larg Timber and Trading Company have done
the same at Jarrahdale; the returned sol-
diers are building a manuval training shed
at Boyanup. This shows that the people
realize the need for manual training and are
doing their best to make good the deficiency,
The burden of doing those things should not
be thrown on them. They pay their taxes
and ave entitled to have for their children
the education that is given in the mefro-
politan area. Such needs should he sup-
plied from the vote of the Education De-
partment.

Hon. €. G. Latham: It would mean in-
ereasing the vote,

Mr. TONKIN: T am advocating that it
should he inereased; an increase is very
necessary, The same thing applies to the
seience branch. The bench space and the
locker accommodation are much below re-
quirements and the result is much reduced
efficiency in the teaching. Another aspect is
that where there is insufficient locker aceom-
modation, apparatus cannot be stowed away.
It is left out with the result that breakages
are more extensive and so indirectly the
cost is greater. Considerable expense might
be saved if a little more money were
expended in providing additional loekers and
so saving breakages of apparatus that can-
not bhe put away. The equipment supplie:
to the various schools is not nearly suffi-
cient and, in many instances, that which
is supplied is cbsolete. That represents a
waste of money. Obsolete equipment should
never be sent ont; it would bhe far better %o
destroy it. I advoeate a more liberal sup-
ply of books, paper and pencils to the
schools because those are essential items.
Parents are not mm a position {0 provide
those requirements for the children. Re-
garding aris and crafis, equipment is ahso-
lutely essential. We cannot expect the
teachers to buy if, nor can we expect the
children to do so. A certain amount, say
6d. per child., should be made available for
the provision of initial equipment. That
wonld enable the teachers to make a start,
and the finished articies could be sold and
the proceeds devoted to buying additional
equipment and so the work could be carried
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on. But the department shonld make money
available in the first place to enable a stavt
to be made. Reverting to manual training,
more tools must be supplied to the diffev-
ent centres. Another essential is to supply
suifable timber. So far only two types of
timber have been supplied to the centres—
pinus radiats, commonly known as Ludlow
pine, and jarrah. I understand that neither
of those woods is suitable for teaching
manual training and thercfore the expendi-
ture on fimber of that kind is so much money
wasted,

Mr, Seward: The boys are deing very
good work with what they have.

Mr. TONKIN: It is foolish to supply
unsuitabie timber for children when teach-
ing them manual training. Ludlow pine is
full of knots. Give an experienced ecar-
penter timber that is full of knots and he
is not too pleased with it or too sanguine
of the result of his work. It is a waste of
money to supply such timber to children,
hecanse boys in the sixth standard com-
mencing woodwork know very little about
handling a plane or chisel, and so we should
ensure, if we are to have manual training
at all, that suitable wood is supplied. I do
not know what the ehange would cost, but
I suggest that a change is imperatively
neeessary.  Regarding the science branch,
members realise that it 1s useless to supply
ohsolete equipment. The developments in
science nre so rapid nowadavs that books
quickly get out of date and egnipment
quickly becomes cobsolete. If there is ane
hranch of the department whieh should be
kept supplied with the most modemn equip-
ment, it is the seienee branch. Otherwise
the best work cannot be done. Everyv effort
should be made to ensure that the libraries
of the science classes are kept up to date
and that the equipment is modern. Obso-
lete stuff shonld be scrapped straight away.
I amn making a special plea for an exten-
sion of manual training in this State. ILet
me give my rveasoms for so doing. Many
people regard manual training as a frill—-
something which could easily be dispensed
with and without which the educational pro-
cess would not suffer muck. I do not hold
that view. I elaim that it is absolutely essen-
tial to the educational training of the eom-
munity because it is something more than
the mere development of mechanieal skill
in the use of tools, Some people believe
that that is all manual training amounts to;
that we give a hoy a certain training in the
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use of various tools. That idea s
quite wrong. Manual training is a real
educational process. It is not a mere acci-
malation of knowledge of facts. Education
itself is primarily a development of natura
mental powers and the cultivation of the
moral facuities. A well selected and properly-
graded course of manual training aims at
nuickening and developing the mental powers
of observation, attention and aceuraey.
Tt also aims at culfivating the moral facul-
ties of order, neatness, perseverance, and
self-relianee. Tt alms at awakening and train-
ing the artistic faculties, and directing a
child’s instincts towards things beauntiful.
A well-graded conrse of manual training
aims at satisfving and evltivating a ehild’s
instinets for activity. We know how an-
xious children are to be busy. The mem-
her for Claremont mentioned that the de-
sire to be busy found expression in his
electorate in the ringbarking by children
of ornamental trees. Thal is probably the
vesult of the eurtailment of manual train-
ing. We must provide an outlet for that
activity which is inherent in all children,
and a well-graded course of manual train-
ing will do that. It will excite pleasure in
children in the acquisition of skill. The
aims of a properly-graded conrse of mannal
training are truly edueational. No system
of education is properly balanced withont
rannnal training, Unfortunately that is the
nosition to-day. For the great majority of
children, there is no mannal training, and
therefore the education thev are getting is
not a balanced svstem, and they do not
get full value from it, Members will recol-
leet how in their school davs manual train-
ing lightened and brightened the work of
the school. They will remember how it pro-
vided that element of attractiveness which
was a relief. It is unfair that certain children
who get manual training should bave that
relief from mental effort, whilst the great
bulk of them, with no mannal training, are
not afforded that relief from purely mental
effort. Children who are deprived of manual
work are deprived of a very strong lever
so far as an inducement to learn their other
Jessons is concerned. Take a hoy from his
lessons and put him to manual work. When
he returns to his ordinary lessons, which
require mental effort, he will do much bet-
ter work, and have a bigger incentive to
do it. Any course of education which aims
only at the development of the mental
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faeculties is not only undesirable, but is posi-
lively harmful to a community. We should
therefore, not be satisfied to have children
reach the sixth standard and then be de-
prived of this essential education. There
still persists in this country a fair amount
of snobbishness, though that will bhe hotly
denied in many quarters. There are stll
people who have no regard for the dignity
of labour. I eclaim that a properly graded
eourse of manual training has the effect of
ziving real respect for the dignity of lab-
our. That is something we should foster.

Mr. Warner: It takes more than manual
training to do that.

AMr. TONKIN: It will go a long way to-
wards hreaking down that idea. Another
thing that has come to the fore becanse of
the depression is that, whether we like it or
not, there will be more leisure for cveryone.
Manual training is the one way to train a
person in the profitable use of his spare
time. There are hundreds of men who have
no idea at home how to handle a hammer,
a saw, or a plane. If we provided proper
training in the schools we would remedy that
defeet, and make it possible for men ta
spend many profitable hours at home in mak-
ing smnll avticles of furniture and differ-

ent lmnick-knacks, during their leisure
time. The department should, there-
fore, make an cxtra effort to provide

this manual training. What T have outlined
will fake not a few hundred pounds but
many theousand pounds. After the modest
elatms of the member for Canning, who de-
sired to appropriate about 99%% per cent,
of the money under this Vote for
his electorate, T have some diffidence
in asking the Minister to provide these addi-
tional facilities. T take the risk. however,
and offer these suggestions which T claim
are of a praetical nature and are possible
of immediate application. The new school
at East Perth will scon be completed. That
will free several rooms in the Perth Girle
and Perth Boys’ School. I suggest that all
the rooms so freed should be utilised as
manual training and housekold management
centres.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Most of the schools
in the metropolitan area are overcrowded.

AMr. TONKIN: My suggestion will relieve
the eongestion,

Mr. Moloney: How do you know
rooms will be freed?

Mr. TONKIN: I am assured of that from
my own observations and inquiries.

the
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Hon. C. G. Latham: I think you will find
they will be filled by the overilow from other
schools.

Mr, TONKIN: T am uot making these
suggestions without having gone iato the
matter. 1 have the assurance of someong
who ought to know,

Mr. Moloney: That ought to satisfy him.

Ay, TONKIN: Something else—and I am
sure [ shall have the support of the Leader
of the Opposition on this—requires to be
done, and that is in conneciion with the
teaching of natural history. Fon. members
will be aware that for some time past lee-
tures on this subject have been given at the
Perth Museum. Classes of children have
been taken to the Museum and enabled to
examine specimens there, and have had les-
sons on those speeimeng, Such an advant-
age should not be restricted to the metropoli-
ton area. An effort should he made to ex-
tend this  benefit to country children.
Arrangements could be made with the
Museum Trustees to provide cases of speei-
mens in somewhat the same way as hooks ave
now sent to the country hy the Tublie
Library. Cases of specimens could he for-
warded free en the rallways to various
country schools, and teachers there would
then be in a position to give country children
lectures which are now confined to eity
children. If the lectures delivered to city
cliildren have any value—and 1 gonsider they
have great value—eountry children are en-
titled tn hear similar lectures if arrange-
ments ean be made. [ for my part see no
obstacle in the way. I would be lacking in
my duty to the men and women engaged in
conducting the correspondence classes if T
did not congratulate them npon their work.
The Minister remarked that Western Aus-
tralia had led the way in edueation by cor-
respondence. That is perfectly true. People
have eome from other States to examine our
system with a view to modelling systems of
their own upon it. FExcellent work has been
done hy the correspondence classes, but there
is jnset one feature which appears to need
amendment. The present practise is to send
correspondence papers to head teachers in
simall schools, whe distribute them to ehil-
dren taking standard 7, 8, and 9 work. Too
heavy a burden is enlailed on the couniry
school teacher. who has a number of classes
tn  attend to apart from marking cor-
rezpondence papers worked by children
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tuking the higher standards. One result is
that ihe papers are not marked as well as
they might be. I say this without attaching
any blame whatever to the teachers, who can-
nof possibly eope with all this work, Conld
not the worked papers be forwarded to the
correspondence classes staff in Perth in the
sae way as papers are forwarded from
children not attending sehool? Then the
papers, after being marked by the stafl of
the correspondence elasses, eould bhe re-
turned te the teachers at small schools; and
there would be the additional benefit that the
teachers at the small schools would be able to
o through the staff’s corrections with
the children, who would devive much greater
acdvantage from this teaching than is gained
Ly children not attending any sehool and
sending their papers to Perth in the ordin-
ary way. 1 hope the Minister will investi-
gate the possibility of, say for a eommence-
ment, the third-year post-primary papers be-
g sent in o the eorrespondence classes staff.
The ember for Toodvay (Mr. Thorn}
staled a belief that the department intend
to cnt out the physical training instructors.
As I understand the position, those officers
have already been cnt out. For some time
there was a physical training instructor for
hoys, and another for girls. For several
years past, however, there has been no
physical training instruetor for either hoys
or girls. The department dispensed with
the services of those instructors vears ago.
In my opinion every effert should be made
to re-appoint instructors. Western Australia
is behind as regards physical training.
Probably Germany goes a little beyond the
mark in that dirvection, Great attention is
given to this subject in Sweden and other
eountries; but we here have economised, de-
priving our schools of their physieal train-
ing instruetors, The Minister shoutd make
n speeial effort to re-appoint this year physi-
eal training instructors for both boys and
girls. T realise that I have given the hon,
zentleman a formidable programme, but I
shall be thankful for small mercies. So long
as a start is made in doing something addi-
tional, there will be some hope. On the other
hand, if there is never a ecommencement
made with improving our educational system,
we shall find that instead of progressing our
standard of education will retrogress. T
hope that at least some of the things I have
advoeated the Minister will find it possible
to put into operation.
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MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [10.32]:
I shall not follow the previous speaker into
a dissertation on the educational system, be-
eause I regard that hon. member as much
better qualified to speak on that subjeet,
seeing he was associated with the Education
Department for many years.

Hon. €. G. Latham: He has not told us
where the money is to come from.

Mr. HEGNEY : There are in this com-
munity organisations which have already in-
formed the Leader of the Opposition how
funds ean he made available. The hon.
gentleman was recently on a platform from
which it was stated that a solution of the
financial problem had been discovered. The
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie {(Mr. Lam-
bert) said, among other things, that as re-
gards the agitation for an increased Vote
there shonld be some definite and elose
serutiny of expenditure. I understand that
one of the complaints of the Education De-
partment is the keenness of the serutiny
already applied. Certain things are desired
by the department; and though we pass a
Vote here not one pennypiece of it, ontside
salaries, can he spent without the most rigor-
ous investigation on the part of the Treas-
ury. The Leader of the Opposition knows
that. The system was instituted duringe the
regime of an Administration with which he
was associated. Undoubtedly thut course
had to be adopted bLeeanse of the finaneial
position then obtaining.

Hon. €. (. Latham: Tt has heen the prac-
tice for a long time.

Mr. HEGNXEY. The practice has been
continued. 1 have made representations as
to improvements generally needed in schonls
in the Middle Swan electorate. Whilst will-
ing and anxions fo do whatever is possible,
the department have on cach oceasion raised
the plea of financial stringency. The ex-
penditure, I am informed, has to Tun the
gauntlet of the Public Works Departmen:
and then of the Treasury. For one thing,
I look towards the extension of wireless in
sehools. It is true that good work has heen
done by many branches of the Parents and
Citizens' Assoeciation in providing wireless
sets for schools; but the department, when
asked to furnish a power point, arc unable,
though willing, to accede to the request. The
Public Works Department, upon the mat-
ter being submitted to them, submit it to
the Treasury, which is extremely reluctant
to approve of the expenditure. I know that
happened in nine or ten instances, and 1
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have one in my own electorate. The school
at Helena Valley is a small one and only
recently, after many years of agitation, the
Government Electricity Supply Department
extended their mains to the distriet. Three
lights are required at the school, two inside
and one on the outside, and also a power
peint. From time to time the people of the
diztrict have raised maney for various works,
but in this instance it is regarded as a mat-
ter for the department to provide the lights,
which would involve a cost of about £3. [
have made representations with that end in
view and the secretary of the Parents and
Citizens' Asseciation has also written to the
department with vegard to the matter. 1
trust the Minister will diseuss the reguest
with the department and that this small eon-
cession will be granted. Then, again, fur
the past three or four years I have been
endenvouring to seeure the provision of a
shelter shed at the school, where therve iz no
verandah. JMany of the children have to
travel long distances and in winter they
require some shelter. At one time the loeal
people were prepared to erect a shed if the
department made timber available, hat un-
fortunately that course was not [ullowed.
A new school is required at Wattle Grove.
For some time the headmaster has csrried
on in the Progress Assoeiation’s hall bhut it
is difficult for him to get the best results with
the children when all elasses have to he
taught in the onc room. The school grounds
are most  unsuitable and the CGovermment
have acquired another site. I urge that con-
sideration he given to the provision of a
gchool in that lecality. It iz peculiar how
difficult it is to secure supplies of gravel in
improve school grounds, I have nol presscd
that matter lntely because of the finaneial
stringencey, bhat at North Maylands and Car-
lisle there is great need for gravel supplics.
Then, again, at the Bayswater school, at
which there is an atlendance of over 531,
the ground space is verv limited, Tt has
been admitted hy the departmenta! olficials,
the Town Planning Commissioner, and the
Chicf Architeet, that that is zo. For the
past five years the lacal Parents and Citi-
zens’ Association and others have joined
with me in pressing for improvemenis ot
the school but s0 far without success. While
I recognise the difficulty eanfronting the
department in apportioning the available
expenditure to the best advantage, neverihe.
less T feel bound to submit these matters
for consideration. At Bayswater the local
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aunthoritics recently raised a loan and they
intend to improve the footpatk, hul the work
cannot be undertaken unless the Edueation
Department attend to their portion in front
of the sehool building. The question of
household management, which was referred
to by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Tonkin), is most intercsting
and T think that branch of education shounld
be extended not only with regard to the wirls
at school now but in the interests of those
who have left school. There is great need
for these young women o attend classes in
cooking, ironing and so on. We have not
the bhenefactions that have been available in
Victoria, where the Maepherson institution
is a magnificent place in whieh this parti-
cular work is earried on. I have mueh plens-
ure in supporting the remarks of the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle and in sunb-
mitting these few matters for the considera-
tion of the Minister.

MR, DONEY (Williams - Narrogin}
{10.42] : I regret that I was engaged upon
Tbusiness in another part of the building
when the Minister introduced the Educa-
tion Vote. T understand that he took me
to task for certain remarks allegedly made
by me during the Address-in-veply debate.

The Minister for Agriculture: They were
made by yvou.

Mr. DONEY: That is the point I am
disputing. I have heen informed that the
Minister said that aeeording to ‘‘Han-
sard’’ T stated I knew where 100 small
sehools were needed in the farming areas.
Burely it must have been obvious fo the
Minister that 1 eould hardly have referred
to 100 sehools, Naturally I have now no
very clear recollection of the words [ used
when I was speaking on the Address-in-
reply, but the probabhility 1s that I used
the word ‘‘number,”” not ““a hundred.’’
T admit that I was reported in ‘‘Hansard”
as having referred to a hundred schools,
but I was obviously misreported. There
wonld be no-sense at all in my making such
a statement.

The Minisier for Agriculture: The state-
ment appears in ‘‘Hansard’’ definitely.

Mr. DONEY: Yes, I have just looked it
up, and I am aware that the Minister
quoted from my remarks as reported in
‘*Hansard.”’

Mr. Hegney: Did you not look over your
duplicate?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. DONEY: What I was complaining
about at the time I spoke on the Address-
in-reply was that £70,000 had been listed
for expenditure on a new school at East
Perth and at the same time I was facing
a very heavy task in securing £30 and £30
respectively from the Government in order
to assist the farmers of Toolibin and Dar-
dadine to build their own schools,

The Minister for Agrienlure: You got
that.

Mr. DONEY: 1 admit that T was sue-
cessful nltimately, but natarally I was irri-
tated at the difficulty I experienced in
seeuring those small amounts to enable the
farmers to build their own sechools, when
so muech money eould be found for the
East Perth school.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Whieh was
a national work.

Mr. DONEY: The money was for one
butlding only, vet I was confronted with
so mnch diffienlty in sceuring a few pounds
to assist the men in the country centres 1
have referred to. Still, I was prepared to
be satisfied, provided it could be shown by
the department that the three jobs were
being ecarried out in the order of their
urgency. I should like to assure the Min-
ister that my complaint at that time was
not against his department, hut agninst fhe
Treasury. I had made, I o not know how
many visits to the Edueation Depariment
and the Treasury in respeet of that same
matter. It is seldom that anvone hears
me complain of the Edueation Department.
On the contrary I am always very ready to
admit that I am dealt with very courteously
indeed in that department and in a prac-
tical, prompt and business-like way. I am
sure every member will agree with me that
hoth Mr. Klein and Mr, Hilary are extra-
ordinarily competent officers. 1 shall
shortly he calling on the Minister in com-
pany with a couple of other members in
order to submit some requests respecting
the Narrogin School of Agriculture. I make
no apology for reading the Director’s re-
marks on the Narrogin School of Agricul-
ture, if only to coax other members to read
the report in full. The Director started in
this way—

As pointed out in the last annual report, the

accommodation of the school does not meet with
the number of students who desire fo enter.
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Later he says—

The aceommodation was taxed to the utter-
most, and it was necessary to place beds on
the verandah and to improvise a dressing room
at the end thereof.

The report continues—

The instruction in ail branches has been of
a high standard, qualified experts in cach de-
partment giving the neeessary instruetion but,
as I pointed out in my last report, the farm
preparations are not receiving sufficient atien-
tion, The farm foreman has so mapy duties
to perform that he has very little time for
actual farm work. Additionai help has becn
asked for, and funds have not heen available.
As the State will ultimately have to depend
upon those whe are on the land, an additional
instruetor shoutd be made available.

Then, dealing with another matter, he says-—
The school residential buildings have been in
existence for 30 years, during which period
very little has heen done in the wax of renova-
tions.  The kitchen and dining room still re-
quire to be made fly-proof, and the cottages
uged by some of the instructors have been in
existence for about 40 years, and are rapidly
approaching the condition whieh makes them
unfit for habitation.
There is a great deal more of the same kind,
all tending fo show the extremely high re-
gard in which the principal and his staff
arer held becanse of the work aecomplished
at the farm sehool. It indicates how desir-
able are the improvements that have heen
asked for. I think both the director and I
have struck the same obstacle; when visit-
ing the Treasurer in each case the explana-
tion has been lack of funds. One has to ad-
mif that, on most oeeasions, that was the
correct explanation to make. The Minister,
I am sure, will agree that at the Narrogin
School of Agriculture we have as fine a
principal as it is possible to get, and that
we have also as fine a matron as eould be
desired. There could he no finer control of
the bhoys, no matter from what point of view
that matter 1s regarded. 1 am hopeful,
therefore. thai if the Minister will again
read the report from which I have quoted,
he will tind no difficulty in granting the im-
provement which in a few days time other
members and I will submit to him.

MR. BROCEMAN (Sussex) [10.50]: I
have bhui a few remarks to make onr the
Education Vote. My first peint is that
there is nothing mentioned about the physi-
cal training of our boys and girls, 1 am
told it has heen cut out of the Education
Vote, but I hope it is not true, and that the
Alinisier will see fit to do something to re-
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instate that training. Also I want to men-
tion a small matter in my electorate, namely
a school huilding at Augusta. It is badly
needed. I took the Minister for Works
there only a fortnight ago and on inspection
he agreed that something should be done
with the school. I hope that matter will
not be overlooked, nor the enlargement of
the ground at Busselton, which I put up to
the Governinent some time ago.

HON. C. G, LATHAM (York) {[10.51]:
T hope the Treasurer while over East made
arrangements that will permit of a very
cansiderable inerense in this imnortant vote.
I should say that in all about another
million pounds will be required.

The Premier: Yes, the member for Nelson
wol it up to £400,000. and it is now at about
a million.

Hon. . ¢. LATHAM: The member for
Novth-East Fremantle wants another half
million. I do not propose to ask for any-
thing of the sort. It is very important that
we should provide the necessary education
for the children and improve that education
as far as finances will permif. But T want
to protest against the Education Depart-
ment sending out second-hand furnitnre to
country schools. I believe that whenever a
school 15 built here, if there be the slight-
est opportunity for any new furniture it
goes into the city school and the old furni-
ture is sent out to a country school. Fre-
quently country children have to travel long
distances to school, and then have very un-
comfortable seats, far more uncomfortahle
than have the children bere. And so I
hope the Minister, since he represents a
country district, will take this up and see if
there be any new furniture for distribution
the country children will get their share.
Some of the school furniture i= made verv
strong, caleulated to last 50 or 60 vears, and
the seats come away from the desk and have
to be re-holted on. With such furniture
there is no comfort for country children.

The Premier: Country children are very
hardy.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There are others
who have the same opinion as the Treasurer.
I am sure of that, otherwise the nice little
new forms and desks that come into eity
schools would be diverted, some of them, to
country schools. I protest against any new
furniture being put info eity schools with a
view to sending the old furniture out to
country schools.



1874

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—Gascoyne—in reply)
[10.53]}: The Leader of the Opposition has
Jjust suggested that since I am & member of
a conntry constituency, I should understand
the requirements of country school children.
[ would like to stress that point by saying
that the distance between two schools in my
electorate is 204 miles and there are many
difficnlties of transport.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Is that between Cac-
parvon and Yankee Town.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
No, that 1s between Carnarvon and Shark
Bay; so I fully appreciate the difficulties
confronting country children. Most of the
points raised to-night represent simply a
matter of money.

The Premier: Thal is no tronbls at all.

The MINISTER FOR EDUGCATION:
And however easy the attaining of money
may be so will be the answering of their
desires. Tt is not a question of what we
wish to do, but simply what we are able to
do. The member for Norih-Ensy Fremantle
(Mr. Tonkin) said that we cannot afford
not to do it. But the fact remains that
within the best of our finaneial eapacity we
cannot afford to do it. In connection with
minor matters such as power points for wire-
less, I should like to advise members that
if they will let me know where their parents
and citizens’ associations have made avail-
able to the schools wireless installations, I
am sure the Premier will agree that the
points for the coupling of those services will
be provided. We desire to assist parents
and citizens’ associnfions in those drections
where they exhibit sueh interesi to further
the edueation of the children. I should like
to refer to one point mentioned by the mem-
ber for Mt. Marshall, and to stress the faet
that the Government are neither unaware
of the conditions in the connfry nor unsym-
pathetic to the children coucerned. It was
the present Governmeng that instituted the
payment of a bicycle allowanee to children
in country districts. We are quite aware of
the conditions obtaining, and everything that
can yossibly be done to afford facilities for
children to veach the schools is being done.
I snggest to the member for Murchison tbat
if he writes to the department on the re-
quirements where there are eight children, no
doubt a feacher will be supplied for an as-
sisted school. I have listened aiteniively to
the speeches of members, and will consider

{COUNCIL.)

the matters wmentioned by them, and where
they are within the compass of the Trea-
surer’s supplies, their requests will be at-
tended to.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—DPolice, £226,505—agreed to.

This concluded the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the year.

Resolutions reported.

House adjourned at 10.58 p.m.

Tegisiative Council,
Wednesday, 20th November, 1933.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-n., and read prayers.

BILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL)
CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.

Dehate resumed from the previous day.

HON, G. W. MILES {(North) [4.35]: I
support the second reading, and am glad the
Government are renewing the measure for
one year only. I nnderstand that the Lot-
teries Act was brought into foree to con-
trol gambiing. and to a certain extent il has
done so. It was also supposed to control
street collections, but these go on almost as
badiy as cver,

Hon. C. B, Williams: You are exaggerat-
ing.

Hon. G. W, MILES: The hon. memher
1s not in Perth very often. Nearly every
week some collections are taken up in the
streets of Perth.



